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Tae Councm MEETING. 


Last week’s Council meeting is quite refreshing 
from the absence of the prolixity and discord which 
have marked so many of its recent predecessors. 
Some important matters were quietly discussed, 
and should be carefully considered by the profession. 

First among these we place the discussion upon 
the report of the Finance Committee, in which the 
Treasurer made a statement evidently advanced 
largely for the information of the profession outside 
the Council. The statement requires no comment ; 
it speaks for itself. A year ago the balance in the 
Treasurer's hands was nearly £350. To-day it is 
less than £3, and the overdraft which has already 
been arranged for is now unavoidable. Of course 
this is only a postponement of the sale of consols, 
and consols at present are not worth much. 
Those who have given even moderate attention to 
the College finances know perfectly well that our 
income is now insufficient for even our working 
expenses; the Treasurer’s statement and the com- 
ments of his colleagues were addressed to another 
class, and we can only hope that some of these may 
be willing to listen. 

The Treasurer’s statement shows our financial 
positioh ; the Council’s decision regarding the pro- 
posed diploma in veterinary sanitary science illus- 
trates the impossibility of our professional advance 
until that position is amended. The Council unani- 
mously accepted the desirability of such a qualifica- 
tion, but a profession which is beginning to draw 
upon its scanty capital for living expenses cannot 
apply for a Charter which would be costly to obtain. 
So the special diploma is postponed to await the 
passing of the projected Bill, and we cannot disap- 
prove of the decision, regrettable-though its neces- 
sity be. Advocates of the diploma must remember 
that it will be instituted as soon as possible, and 
that the various interests it will affect will then re- 
ceive full consideration—but that the way to the 
=" lies through the Bill. 

he Bill itself is still in abeyance, and likely to 
remain so for some little time at least. And, be- 
yond this, there is little to be said of a Council 
meeting which is chiefly noteworthy for its indirect 
object lessons upon the necessity for the Bill. A 
useful little by-law to prevent needless waste of 
time was passed, and recent Council meetings have 
afforded ample proof of its necessity. An excellent 
report by the Jubilee Memorial Scholar was read, 
and formed another illustration of the | anes that 
ment y done if the Council were not financially 
crippled. 

4 fact, the whole moral of last week’s meeting 
is that the Council can do little to help us until the 
Bill becomes law. 





MALLEIN REACTION IN INDIA. 


I read with much interest the paper on Mallein 
by Mr. Villar, reprinted in The pie of August 
28th, and with reference to his remark “in excep- 
tional cases the swelling will not commence until 
after 24 hours etc. in suspected horses it is there- 
fore necessary to watch the swelling for at least 48 
hours,” the following two cases may be of interest 
showing that the swelling may not appear till con- 
siderably later than 48 hours. 
I,—Horse A. Temperature after injection with 
mallein : 
9th hour. 12th 15th 18th 24th, 
996 1006 102 1018 100 


This could not be taken as showing a tempera- 
ture reaction, and no swelling of any sort was visi- 
ble up to 48 hours, and I noted the horse in ques- 
tion as “not reacting.” I happened to see the 
horse after 56 hours had elapsed from time of test- 
ing, and he showed a typical reaction 7in. by 3}in. 
I had the temperature taken and it was normal, 

Swelling behaved as follows :— 

58 hours S80hours 104 hours 
7 by 33 6 by 3 6 by 3 
on the 5th day the swelling subsided. 

I isolated the case at once with the intention of 
retesting in a fortnight, being curious to see if he 
would the second time react in the usual way, 
though I was convinced from the appearance of the 
cadiee the animal was glandered 


after isolating I found clinical 
signs of glanders (nasal ulcers and discharge). I 


On the 8th day 


retested and got an ordinary — reaction. 

The second case is very similar. 

II.—Horse B. Temperature after testing. 

9th hour. 12th 15th 18th 24th 
100-2 1006 1028 101'8 996 

Swelling : Up to 48 hours no swelling. 

48 hrs. 60 hrs. 84 hrs. 108 hrs; 
2by 1 7 by 34 6by4 6by38 

As in the other case the swelling disappeared on 
the 5th day. This horse I isolated and retested after 
10 days, and got both swelling and temperature re- 
actions—the swelling increasing from 24th to 48th 
hour and then gradually subsiding. I destroyed the 
animal, and t-mortem examination showed well 
defined glanders tubercles in the lungs. 

These are the only two cases of the kind which I 
have met with in which the swelling was so | 
delayed, though I have by me some 3,000 cosas 
of Dall in testing. ' 
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My object in recording these cases is to draw 
attention to the fact that it is possible to get, in 
what would appear to be very rare instances, the 
swelling reaction very much delayed. Since the 
above cases I have made a point of seeing all cases 
the -third day after testing. Previous to Case A, 
provided I found no temperature reaction and no 
swelling up to 48 hours, I considered the animal as 
having successfully passed the test. 

I fully endorse Mr. Villar’s remarks about the 
characteristics of the swelling, but my experience 
with the temperature reactions vary considerably 
from his. He writes that his personal records in- 
clude only three glandered horses in which the 
highest temperature was registered previous to the 
15th hour, followed by a fall at that hour. Prob- 
= tropical countries vary in this respect. I 
find on looking up temperature reactions that a 
large proportion of the animals I have tested and 
that have reacted, and later confirmed by post- 
mortem examination, as glandered, show the highest 
temperature at the 9th or 12th hour, and an appre- 
ciable fall at the 15th hour. I notice Mr. Villar 
does not record the temperature as early as the 9th 
hour, but I think it is important that it should be 
taken. 

_I am of opinion—and I think it will be sup- 
gag by all veterinary surgeons who have had to 
© @ lot of this class of work in the tropics, that 





the temperature reaction alone is often a very mis- 
leading guide. 

If one takes the temperatures on a hot afternoon 
of what appear to be 100 healthy horses in stables, 
in all probability four or five will record tempera- 
tures of 103° to 104°. Personally, I pin my faith 
chiefly to the character of the swelling, though I 
put back for retesting animals that react thermally. 

In testing large numbers.of horses, the cases thus 
put back I find average anything from 3 per cent. 
to 20 per cent. There is no doubt that changes of 
temperature, either hot sun or cold winds exert a 
most marked effect on temperature reactions, and: 
to a lesser extent on swelling reactions, too. A 

From .my own observations I am inclined to 
believe it is just as satisfactory to retest a doubtful 
case after 8 or 10 days as to wait for a longer 
period ; from a practical point of view this is often. 
of great importance. 

In conclusion I may add that it is with no inten-: 
tion of decrying the use of mallein that I am writ-' 
ing this, on the contrary. I look upon it as invaluable, 
and I would sooner deal with an outbreak of 
glanders than almost any other disease, but I think 
the more one sees of testing with mallein in a 
tropical country, the more careful one becomes of' 
giving a hasty opinion. tery. 

E. 8. G. : 


} 








INTERESTING CASES OF BLACKLEG. 





’ 


On June 19th I vaccinated 
nineteen Devon calves, six-. 
teen being from four to six. 
months old, and did not run 
with the otber three which. 
were older. 

They improved wonder- 
fully and were quite a picture, 
but on Tuesday, September 
14th, the Bailiff informed: 
me that two of them were. 
lame and looked like cases’ 
of blackleg, but at the same’ 
time he could not credit it as. 
he had great faith in vac-, 
cinating. The vaccine I used. 
is single “ Blacklegine”” 
(cord form). 

I went out to see the 
calves and found well-marked, 
blackleg, one being ‘dead and: 
the other dying. The same, 
day two more ven at 
showing typical symptoms, 
one of Baty died the follow: 
day, but the other is still 
living. On Thursday, Sept, 

- 16th,two more were attack 
and both are now living, 
-.had a photo. taken of (one 
: which shows the swelling ip; 

the fore-quarter very well: 
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It is interesting to note that the three have been 
eating, ruminating, etc., very well all along, the 
temperature never rose above 103°F and respira- 
tion was only slightly accelerated, this I think was 
mainly due to difficulty in getting about. 

It seems to me that there is undoubtedly con- 
siderable immunization follows this method of 
vaccinating, or three calves out of six would not 
have lived so long (three weeks) and are now 
apparently making a good recovery. 

I cannot find any record of such a percentage of 
recoveries in either vaccinated or unvaccinated 
animals, so thought these cases well worth re- 


Arnotp E. Roserts, 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


MicrosPoRosIS OF THE Doa. 


Sabourand, Suis, aud Suffran (Revue de Toulouse) 
give a clinical description of this disease in dogs. 
The causal factor is the Microsporon lanosum 
(Sabourand) which is pathogenic to both dogs and 
human beings, and which, first discovered by Bodin 
and Almy in 1897, has since been studied, together 
with the disease it occasions, by various other in- 
vestigators. This microsporosis is common in dogs 
in the neighbourhood of Toulouse, and is also 
frequent in human beings, in which it is more often 
seen as a family epidemic than as a school epidemic. 
In the dog, the authors have studied fifteen cases in 
different breeds, all of which, however, with one 
exception, were short haired animals or, at the 
most, only moderately long in the hairs. Most of 
these cases were of young animals, only one being 
five and a second four years old. In more than 
half the cases, the source of infection could not be 
demonstrated. 

The authors divide the disease into four clinical 
stages as follows :— 

First Stage. Generally the disease commences 
upon the head, and the head remains the most 
severely affected region throughout the whole course 
of the malady. The fore feet, the lower part of the 
breast, the flanks, and the croup are also generally 
affected. At the beginning of the disease the hairs 
of the affected part become erect and appear brist- 
ling and dull in the midst of the coat, so that the 
latter shows irregular elevations of hair. This is 
caused by the presence of a yellowish, thick exudate 
at the roots of the hairs, which glues them together 
and erects them. The exudate soon dries to form a 
scab, which becomes detached along with the hairs, 
causing the appearance of roundish or oval bare 
places of a -greyish-white colour, which are most 
evident in dark coated dogs. These bare places 
vary in size, and also vary greatly in numbers; 
some dogs show -only one, others five or six, and 
others again may show a much larger number. 

Second Stage. When, a few days after the ap- 
pearance of the disease, the hairs and scabs fall off, 





the resultant bare places are sharply defined, 
smooth, dry, and do not desquamate further. At 
first they are isolated, but they may become larger, 
coalesce, and form irregular bare surfaces of varying 
size. The hairs at their periphery can easily be 
pulled out, and the skin, thongh scarcely thickened, 
is slightly sensitive to pressure. Recovery may 
set in at this stage, but generally an inflammation 
of the bair follicles developes on the bare surfaces. 

Third Stage. This phase of canine microsporosis 
has not been deserihed by previous authors. It 
consists of increasing cedema of the hairless sur- 
faces, culminating in the appearance of discoid 
elevations, which are red, sensitive, and warmer 
than normal. Pressure of the skin between the 
finger and thumb causes thick drops of a reddish 
pustular fluid to trickle from the orifices of the folli- 
cles. Microscopical examination and cultural ex- 
periments show that the pus is not bacterial, but 
mycotic. This acne-like inflammation of the folli- 
cles continues for from one to two weeks. 

The Fourth Stage is that of reparation and 
recovery. This may take place, as previously 
stated, with or without any inflammation of the 
follicles, and the two conditions may be seen upon 
the same dog, The occurrence or absence cf 
folliculitis before recovery doubtless depends upon 
the depth to which the parasite bas penetrated. 

The general condition of the animal is not in- 
fluenced, even by extensive lesions. Local irrita- 
tion is never present. 

The duration of the disease in severely affected 
dogs is from three to four months. As regards 
treatment, the authors have had the best results 
with carbolic ointment (1 to 10), with cade oil, 
and with tincture of iodine diluted with alcohol. 

As regards contagion, the authors conclude that 
the transmissibility of the disease from dog to dog 
by cohabitation is not great. They prefer the view 
that the dog becomes infected by the parasites by 
being in places where they exist as saphrophytes. 
But if a hair infected with the microsporon is in- 
serted into a puncture of the skin made by a needle, 
contagion is certain. Transmission of the parasite 
from man to man is very easy. 

The individual hairs of affected parts in the 
dog present three different degrees of abnormality 
to clinical examination. They may appear quite 
healthy, and only be distinguishable from normal 
hairs by their greater fragility; they may be broken 
off at various heights ; 8 | finally, they may be 
quite short and show the grey adherent covering 
characteristic of microsporosis. 

The authors consider that the prevalence of the 
disease in dogs explains its frequent appearance in 
human beings, especially as a family epidemic.— 
Berliner Tier. Woch. 

W. R. Cz 





At last week’s meeting of the Court of Common 
Council, the Sanitary Committee recommended that a 
veterinary surgeon, with special knowledge of meat in- 


spection, should be appointed, at a of £450 per 
annum, rising at tis Measetien of Fg Pood by 
annual increments of £25 to a maximum of £600 per 


-annum,—W/,7’../, 











POS Ra 


ees 





252 THE VETERINARY RECORD October 16, 1909 








Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.* 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A quarterly meeting of Cotincil was held at 10 Red 
Lion W.C., on Friday afternoon, October 8th. 
Mr. Sam Locke, President, occupying the chair. The 
following members were present: Col. Duck, C.B. ; 
Professors Dewar, Sir John M‘Fadyean, and Williams : 
Messrs. Abson, Banham, Burt, Carter. Garnett, Lawson, 
Mason, McKinna, Mulvey, Rutherford, Shipley, Slocock, 
Simpson, Stockman, Sumner, Trigger, Villar, and 
Wharam ; Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. Bullock 
(Secretary) 


MARRIAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Smupson : Gentlemen, before we proceed to the 
formal business upon the agenda, I think I shall be 
voicing the feeling of the members of the Council if I 
venture to acquaint them with an interesting fact, and 
that is that since we elected our President to the chair 
he has married. I think it would be the wish of the 
Council that we should convey to him our very hearty 
congratulations, and I propose that that be done. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Asson : I beg to second that. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply said: Mr. reap Bg Mr. 
Abson, and gentlemen,—I beg to assure you that I full 
appreciate the very kind words you have uttered wit 
regard to the ceremony that has lately taken place be- 
tween my good wife and myself. On her behalf and 
mine I should like to say that we feel it is a distinction 
to have such a ceremony recognised at this meeting. I 
hope your good wishes will be fully realised, and that 
we shall be happy. (Cheers.) ‘ 


MINUTES. 


On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Sumner 
the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

OBITUARY. 


The SecrETARY read the Obituary List. 

Mr. Mutvey: Amongst the names in the Obituary 
List appears that of Mr. T. A. Dollar, who was a Vice- 
President of this College some years ago. , He was a 
man well known in the fprofession—a man of sterlin 
worth and character, a staunch friend to those who h 
the privilege of his friendship, and those who knew him 
intimately have every reason to regret his death. I 
move that a vote of condolence be sent to his family. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : I should like to be allowed to 
associate myself with what Mr. Mulvey has just said. I 
think the profession has suffered more than an ordinary 
loss in the death of Mr. Thomas Dollar. Mr. Dollar 
had all the qualities which go to make up what we call 
a “strong man.” Like strong men, he was a man very 
tenacious of his opinions, very enthusiastic in anything 
he took up, and, as those who held opposite opinions 
had sometimes occasion to know, he could be a very 
keen opponent. But as one who had the privilege of 
his friendship for very many years I should like to be 
allowed to say that that side of his character was 
balanced by other qualities—sincerity, generosity, and 
a capacity for s ast friendship. (Hear, hear.) 
desire to be allowed to second the motion proposed by 
Mr. Mulvey. 

The PrestpEnT : I wish toassociate myself with every 
word that has been said about the late Mr. Thomas 
Dollar. I had the privilege of his acquaintance for a 


* The copyright of this report is registered. : 





man rs, and I can fully appreciate the remarks 
ir John iFadyean has made. %! 
The resolution was carried in silence, all present up- 
standing. 
APOLOGIES FOR Non-ATTENDANCE. 


The SecRETARY announced that apologies for in- 
ability to attend the meeting had been received from 
Prof. McCall, Mr. Barrett and Mr. Bower, the latter of 
whom had written to the President saying that he was 
unable to attend through ill health. 


ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 


The Secretary read the following list of members 
who had been admitted since the last meeting of 
Council :— 

Royal Veterinary College, London—Messrs. J. M. 
Armfield, T. F. Addison, A. W. Brasnett, E. J. Barrow- 
cliffe, G. F. Banham, J. T. C. Bradshaw, J. R. Conchie, 
M. Cahill, P. D. Carey, W. E. Footner, A. E. Froggatt, 
J. N. Glass, H. W. Good, H.S. Head, G.N. A. Hall, 
G. L. Y. Ingram, F. Marks, B. H. Mellon, E. McK. 
Nicholl, E. P. A. Offord, A. F. O‘Dea, H. H. Singleton, 
R. H.Smythe, J. H.Spreull, J. H. V. Treseder, L. 
Thompson, Gerald Wacher, H. 8. Woods, T. D. Young, 
F. A. LePoer Trench. 

Royal Veterinary College, Liverpool.—Messrs. W. S. 
Walker, R. J. Little, J. A. Griffiths, and R. P. Jones. 

_ Royal Veterinary College, Dublin.—Messrs. Michael 
Darby, J. E. Fitzgerald, J.C. MacKittrick, A. F. Good, 
A. V. Meeke, Daniel Kehoe, Andrew Snod , a ae 
Power, 8. H. Ewing, W. St. John F. McCartney, and 
E. J. Mulligan. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The SecrETARY read a letter, dated July 5, from Mr. 
J. R. Ainsworth Davis tendering his resignation as 
Examiner in Class A, Biology. 

Mr. Asson : I beg to propose that the resignation be 
accepted with regret. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The PREsIDENT: We shall require to appoint an ex- 
aminer in his place. 

Mr. Mutvey : I would like to suggest that the ap- 

intment of an examiner in the place of Mr. Ainsworth 

avis be deferred until the April meeting, for the reason 
that the time for which the Board is elected expires 
then, and we shall have to appoint a fresh Examining 
Board at that time. In the meantime I propose that 
the President in the usual way appoint a locwm tenens. 

Mr. Smmpson seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The SEcRETARY announced that a letter, dated 2Ist 
September, 1909, had been received from Mr. G. H. 
Locke, Hon. Secretary of the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association, transmitting a copy of the follow- 
ing resolution passed at the quarterly meeting of the 
Association on the 2nd September, 1909, in reference to 
the supply and preparation of mallein and veterinary 
tuberculin. It was stated that a copy of the resolution 
had been forwarded to the President of the Board of 
Agriculture : “That it is a matter of urgency that the 
supply of mallein and veterinary tuberculin should be 
restricted to veterinary surgeons, ands further, that 
these materials should be of standard strength and pre- 
pared in Government laboratories.” 

Mr. Garnett : I propose that the letter be acknow- 
“ % in the usual way. 

r. LAWSON seconded the motion, which was carried. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SEcRETARY announced that the following pre- 
sentations had been able made to the Library since the 
last meeting : 

Principles and Practice of Veterin Medicine, by 
Prof. W. O. Williams and Major Bal eH Cattle of 
Southern India, 1909, by Lieut.-Col. W.’ D. Gunn: 
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Trypanosoma Lewisi, by Cap. F. S. H. Baldrey : 
Report of the Army Veterinary Service for 1908 : Annual 
Report of ings under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts, the Market and Fairs (Weighing of Cattle) Acts, 
etc., for 1908: International Agricultural Exhibition 
to be held at Palermo from June 3rd to July 31st, 1910 
programme and rules: Second International Food 
Congress to be held at Paris, 17th to 24th October, 1909. 

rogramme: Resolutions of the Fourth International 
Dairy Congress, Budapest, 1909 (6—11 June): Utrecht 
Veterinary School: programme, 1909-10, and report, 
1908-9 : he Rhodestan Agricultural Journal, April, 
June, and Aug., 1909: Revue de Pathologie Comparée, 
June, July, and At ., 1909: Bulletin of the Sleeping 
Sickness Bureau, July and Aug., 1909: Tha pags te & 
the Board of Agriculture, July and Aug., 1909 : - 
lets of the rd of Agriculture and “Fisheries : The 
Journal of Tropical Veterinary Science, Vol. iv., No. 3: 


The Veterinary Journal, The Veterinary News, and’ 


The Veterinnry Record for the quarter: The Journal 
of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, June, 
1909: The Veterinary Student for July, 1909: Report 
of Eighth International Veterinary Congress, Buda- 

t,1905: Framed Photograph of the Members of First 
an African Veterinary Conference, Pretoria, Jan. 7th, 
1909: Report of the Sixth International Congress on 
Tuberculosis, six vols., eight books: Report of the 
Veterinary Surgeon to the Corporation of the City of 
Glasgow (Police Department) for 1907-8. 

In connection with the photo of the First Pan African 
Conference, the Secretary stated thata letter, dated 29th 
Sept., 1909, had been received from Messrs. H. & W. 
Brown, who sent the photo for the acceptance of the 
Council, which said: “The Conference was a notable 
one, and marked an advance in the history of the pro- 
fession. It consisted of men engaged in executive work; 
it was international in character, and it concerned 
nearly all Africa South of the Equator, roughly a terri- 
tory of 3,750,000 square miles. We therefore think 
that your Council may consider this memento of the 
gathering worth preservation.” 


On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Carter, | Reg 


a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the respective 
donors. 
FINANCE CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mason read the report of a meeting of the 
Finance Committee held on October 8th, 1909, which 
stated that it was resolved that Mr. A. W. Mason be 
appointed Chairman of the Committee for the present 
ear. 

‘inancial Statement.—The Treasurer submitted his 
financial statement for the quarter, and it was resolved 
to recommend (a) examination accounts. That on the 
receipt of accounts duly signed by the local secretaries, 
the whole of the examination accounts be paid from the 
office of the College. (6) That the Treasurer’s statement 
be approved, and that cheques be drawn for the amount 
of accounts due. 

Correspondence Clerk.—It was resolved to recom- 
mend that the salary of W. A. Benham be increased 
from £50 to £55 per annum as from the Ist November, 
1909, and that the salary be afterwards automatically 
increased by £5 per annum as from November Ist, 1910, 
up to a maximum of £80 per annum. 

Local Secretaries—It was resolved to recommend 
that the salaries of the Secretaries of the Board of 
Examiners be the same as last year, viz., Scotland 30 
guinea, Ireland 25 guineas, Liverpool 10 guineas. 

_ Mr. Mason: I beg to move that the report be 
received. The Treasurer will gre you a few more inter- 
esting items than appear on the balance sheet, for the 
information not only of this Council but of the pro- 
fession at large. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 





Mr. Mutvey: I am sorry to say that our financial 
position does not seem to improve very much. I see 
that at this time last year we a ce in hand of 
£344 6s. 5d., to-day we have £2 8s. 11d., and of that 
sum we may be called upon to refund a certain amount, 
because we have credited ourselves with Fellowship fees 
that have been received and the examination has not 
yet been held, so that in the event of these gentlemen 
not passing the examination we shall have to refund a 
sum of ten guineas to each of them. We have certain 
liabilities to meet, and the only way that I can see in 
which they are to be met is by an overdraft. That has 
been granted us by our bankers, but at present we have 
been able to just steer ‘through. It is not, however, an 
enviable position to bé in—to have a sum of only £2 
8s. 11d. in hand, and you do not know how soon you 
may be called upon to refund 20 guineas. 

Mr. Smmpson: I beg to propose that the report be 
adopted. I think the remarks of the Treasurer have 
been exceedingly interesting to us as a Council, and will 
be still more interesting to the members of the pro- 
fession generally, and I hope it will be the turning point 
of the conversion of the whole of the members of the 
profession to recognising how very necessary it is that 
we require another Bill. 

Mr. TricGERr : I should like to second the motion for 
the adoption of the report, and at the same time I 
should ke to say that I think the profession ought to 
know that this is our financial position in face of cutting 
down the expenses to the absolute minimum. During 
the past two or three years the Finance Committee have 
devoted themselves unremittingly to the cutting down 
of expenses, and they cannot reduced below the 
minimum they are now at. It simply means that we 
are not receiving enough money to pay the working 
expenses of the College. 

he motion for the adoption of the report was carried 
unanimously. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SecRETARY read the report of a meeting of the 
istration Committee held on October 7th, 1909, 
which stated that it was resolved that the President of 
the Council be appointed Chairman of the Committee 
for the present year. 

Cases.—A member appeared to give explanation as 
to his failure to carry out the terms of his undertakin 
given to the Council with reference to a charge © 
covering. After hearing the member, it was resolved 
that the case be defe for three months in order that 
evidence might be obtained that the undertaking had 
been properly carried out. 

Another member appeared to answer a charge as to 
professional conduct, Put after hearing the charge and 
the defence, it was resolved that the Committee proceed 
to the next case and recommend the Council to take no 
action in the matter. 

Another member appeared to answer a charge as to 
conduct, but as the complainant submitted no evidence 
the case was adjourned for three months, the complain- 
ant to be informed that the matter would be recon- 
sidered at the next meeting if proper evidence was forth- 
coming. 

The Secretary reported the receipt of testimonials of 
good conduct on the part of a member during the past 
twelve months, and it was resolved that no further action 
be taken in the matter. 

Several cases were struck out owing to lack of suffi- 
cient evidence, and in other instances it was decided 
that there was no case. 

The Solicitor reported the result of negotiations in a 
case under consideration, and it was resolved to iy ov 
the matter until the next meeting, the Solicitor being 
instructed to press for an immediate settlement. 

In the case of a non-member using the title 
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“M.R.C.V.S.” the Solicitor was instructed to obtain 
the evidence necessary to enable the Committee to deal 
with the matter. 

Five cases were adjourned for further evidence ; it 
was reported that undertakings had been received in 
four cases, and in the absence of the complainant 
another case was adjourned. 

Restorations. — Applications were received from 
George Edward Gibson, George Smith Heatley, Alex- 
ander Johnston, Harry Sidney Leonard, and Henry 
Joseph Windsor for the restoration of their names to 
the ister of Veterinary Surgeons, and it was re- 
solyed to recommend (a) that the names of G. E. Gibson, 
G. 8. Heatley, H. J. Windsor be ‘restored to the Register. 
That the name of H. 8S. Leonard be restored on payment 
of the fee of £1 ; and that the name of Mr. Alexander 
Johnston be restored on condition that his statutory 
declaration be 2 perly attested and stamped. (4) That 
the names of Mr. John Grey and Mr. J. A. Legg be re- 
stored to the Register without the payment of fee. (c) 
That the name of Mr. J. J. Gorman, removed on in- 
accurate inforniation, be restored, and that the Secre- 
tary be instructed to announce in the veterinary news- 
papers that this member’s name had been inserted in the 
obituary list in error. 

C nee.—{a) A letter was received from the 
Privy Council enclosing a petition of Mr. K. E. Paget, 
appealing against a decision of the Council to register 
him as a foreign practitioner under Section 13 of the 
Act. It was resolved to recommend that the Council 
——— of the resolution previously passed on this case, 
and that the Solicitor be instructed to draft a reply to 
the Privy Council. 

(4) An application was received on behalf of Mr. 
B. A. Brown for registration under Section 13 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act in virtue of his diploma given 
by the Columbia University, and it was resolved that the 
application cannot be acceded to. 

letter complaining of the use of a large signboard 
by a member was considered, and the Secretary was 
instructed to reply that it appears to the Committee to 
be doubtful whether any offence has been committed in 
this instance. 

The Secretary was instructed with regard to replies 
to be sent to other letters. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, the report of the Ly eye Committee was 
adopted, and the consent of the Council given for the 
fixing of the Seal of the College to the prosecutions 
mentioned in the report. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report of a meeting of the 
Examination Committee held on October 7th, 1909, 
which stated that it was resolved that Mr. W. J. 
Mulvey be appointed Chairman of the Committee for 
the present year. 

July Examinations.—The reports of the Del ~ 
the Chairmen of the Board of Examiners, and thes Teoee 

ies on the examinations held in London, Liver- 
pool, and Dublin in July were read and approved. It 
was resolved (a) that the thanks of the Council be con- 
veyed to the Royal Dublin Society for their kindness in 
ting the use of a hall in Dublin for the Written 
ue tion, and also to Col. Hazelton, Principal Veteri- 
nary Officer, A.V.S., in Dublin, for the provision of 
horses and men for the purpose of the Class D examina- 
tion, and to the Principals of each of the Schools for the 
assistance they so freely give at and during the examina- 
tions. (4) That in the case of a student in Class B at 
Li 1 who left the examination room during the 
course of the Written Examination, he be informed that 
no exception can be made in his case, and that he will 
be required to attend the next examination as a rejected 
can f 


Educational Certificates. (a) Educational certificates 
numbered 1006 to 1020 were considered and, with the 
exception of 1013, were accepted. 

(4) Applications were also received for the acceptance 
of two other certificates which did not comply with the 
regulations, but the applications were not acceded to. 

ellowship Examination, 1910. An — was 
received from a prospective candidate for the Fellowship 
Degree, practising abroad but now on leave in this 
country, asking for an Examination to be held in the 
first week in oy; 1910, and it was resolved to recom- 
mend that the Fellowship Examination in May be held 
not later than the 4th of the month. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
McKinna, the Report was adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. GaRNETT read the report of a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee held on October 7th, 1909, 
which stated that it was resolved that Mr. F. W. Gar- 
nett be appointed Chairman of the Commiteee for the 
present year. 

Diseases of Animals Act. A Bill to provide for the 

yment of fees to veterinary surgeons and practitioners 
for the notification of the diseases of animals was con- 
sidered and approved. 

Motor Tax. A resolution passed by the Midland 
Counties V.M.A. with regard to the additional motor 
and petrol taxes was considered, but it was resolved 
that no action could be taken on the present Bill. 

Cleaning of Pictures. An estimate was submitted 
for the cleaning and restoring of the pictures in the 
Council Chamber, but was not accepted. The Secretary 
was instructed to obtain further estimates to be sub- 
mitted to this Committee at its next meeting. 


On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Trig- 


ger, the Report was adopted. 
ANNUAL FEE COMMITTEE. 


Sir Joun M’FapyEan read the report of a meeting of 
the Annual Fee Committee held on July 20th, 1909, 
which stated it was resolved that Sir John M’Fadyean 
be appointed Chairman of the Committee. 

Muteares University. <A letter (9/7/09) was read 
from the Colonial Secretary, together with copies of two 
letters from the Agent General for Victoria, proposing 
an amendment in the Draft Bill providing for the com- 
pulsory registration of uates in Veterinary Science 
of the University of Melbourne as Members of the Ro 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. It was resolved that 
the Secretary be instructed to reply in the following 
terms :— 

“ Sir,—I am directed to make the following observa- 
tions rding the s tion that the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act (1881) should be amended so as to make it 
compulsory on the Council to megs on application, 
any veterinary surgeon who holds the Degree of Bachelor 
of Veterinary Science of the Melbourne University. 

The first reason assigned for this s tion in the 
Memorandum nd Prof. Gilruth and Mr. Cameron is that 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
has in the past tips manifested great disinclination 
to the Registration of any veterinary surgeon not pos- 
sessed of their diploma. 

I am to point out that this reason is abandoned in the 
second ph of the Memorandum where it is ad- 
mitted that in the past the Council have had “consider- 
able reason” for refusing to reoogniae any veterinary 
diploma granted in any British Colony, because of the 
shorter curriculum, or the lower stan of the prelim- 
inary examination prescribed for candidates for such 
diplomas. In the past the Council have never refused 
to recognise a Colonial veterinary diploma on any other 
ground than that it did not furnish a sufficient ty 
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the efficient practice of Veterinary Surgery, and in decid- 
ing whether any application for recognition should be 
granted or not, they have always interpreted the Act (of 
which a copy is enclosed herewith) to mean that they 
must grant the application if they are satisfied that the 
diploma in question is a guaranty of competency equal 
to their own diploma. 

The second reason assigned in the Memorandum is 
that the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons might 
refuse to register a Melbourne graduate and that the 
remedy provided under the existing Act would be a 
costly proceeding. In the opinion of my Council there 
is no reason to anticipate that recognition of the Mel- 
bourne degree will be refused if the conditions under 
which it is granted are such that any impartial person 
would be bound to declare it not inferior to the diploma 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons as a guar- 
anty of competency to practise Veterinary Surgery. 
Secondly, my Council do not agree that Prof. Gilruth 
and Mr. Cameron are correct in stating that an appeal 
to the Privy Council, in accordance with the existing 
Act, would be a costly proceeding. On the contrary, 
they regard the right of appeal to the Privy Council, as 
the simplest and least expensive procedure for ensuring 
that no application for registration as a Colonial practi- 
tioner shall be refused except on satisfactory evidence 
that the diploma on which the application is based is 
inferior to the diploma of the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons. 

"For the reasons above stated my Council are strongly 
of opinion that it is quite unnecessary to amend the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) in the manner suggested 
on behalf of the Government of Victoria. Furthermore, 
they desire to point out that there are other weighty 
reasons for holding that it would be contrary to the 
interests of veterinary science and veterinary education 
in the United Kingdom if by an Act of Parliament the 


Jouncil were compelled to register, on rh Maem any 


person holding the Veterinary degree of the University 
of Melbourne. In the first place it would scarcely be 
possible to restrict this exemption from examination by 
the Board of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to graduates of the Melbourne University, and to refuse 
a like concession to the graduates of other Colonial 
Universities (University of Toronto, University of New 
Zealand, and University of Sydney) who grant, or have 
recently decided to institute, degrees in Veterinary 
Science. Secondly, whether this exemption were ex- 
tended to one and all of the Colonial Universities, the 
effect would be entirely subversive of the important 
principle embodied in the Veterinary Surgeons Act, viz., 
that the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons shall 
have the power to fix the standard of veterinary educa- 
tion within the United Kingdom. This will be apparent 
when it is remembered that if once the registration of 
any veterinary qualification granted outside the United 
Kingdom were made compulsory there would thereafter 
be no guaranty that that qualification would be main- 
tained on a level with the diploma of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. It is very probable that with 
the progress of veterinary science in the future, new 
subjects of study and examination in such subjects may 
have to be added to the existing curriculum for veterin- 
ary students in England, Scotland and Ireland, but 
there would be no means of compelling an identical 
advance in the curriculum for veterinary qualifications 
granted by a Colonial University and registrable in the 
United Kingdom. In this connection it may be pointed 
out that it would not be possible to provide for such 
partial recognition of persons holding the veterinary 
degree of the University of Melbourne as is suggested 
in the third paragraph of the Memorandum. Under the 
existing Act a person registered as a Colonial practi- 
tioner becomes to all intents a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and that appears to be 





the only logical course when it is assumed that registra- 
tion will not be granted except to persons who hold a 
qualification equal to the diploma granted in this 
country. 

My Council are not in possession of the information 
that would be necessary to enable them to decide 
whether the veterinary degree of the University of Mel- 
bourne would as a guaranty of competency be equal to 
the diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeon 
but for the reasons slienhy stated they do not ane 
that question as the main one in considering whether it 
wend be advisable to make the registration of ns 
holding the Melbourne degree compulsory by Act of 
Parliament. © At the same time, however, they think it 
well to state their opinion that other points ide the 
length of the prescribed curriculum have to be taken 
into account when deciding whether any qualification is 
equivalent to the diploma of the Royal Callege of Veter- 
inary Surgeons.” 

Sir Joun M’FapyEan also read the following report 
of a meeting of the Annual Fee Committee Sel on 
Thursday, October 7th, 1909 : 

Highland Society. The Secretary reported that, in 
conformity with the directions received at the previous 
meeting of Council, he had addressed the following letter 
to the Secretary of the Highland and Agricultural Society, 
but had received no reply : 

7th July, 1909. 

“The Council regret to learn that the Directors of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society are still dissatisfied 
with the provisions of the draft Veterinary Surgeons Act 
(1881) Amendment Bill, even as altered by the omission 
of Section 4, to which exception was taken on behalf of 
the Society on the ground that it would extend the 
powers of the Council in a manner prejudicial to the 
interests of stockowners. The Council also regret that 
they are unable to agree to the amendments of the Act 
of 1881 suggested in your letter, because 

(1) They appear to be unnecessary in order to safe- 
guard the interests of stockowners under the Act, and 

(2) They might seriously restrict the powers now 
vossessed by the Council for calling to account unquali- 

ed persons who represent themseves to be qualified 
veterinary surgeons. 

Before proceeding to show that the amendments in 

uestion are unnecessary, the Council think it well to 
define clearly what they understand to be the purpose 
of your Directors in s ting them. The Council 
accept the assurances which have been offered to them 
both in the correspondence which has between 
the Society and the College, and at the conference which 
was held in Edinburgh on the 3rd March last, that your 
Directors wish only to have it made clear that the Coun- 
cil shall not have the power to prosecute such unquali- 
fied persons as shepherds and other farm servants for 
castrating or docking lambs, or for sag wens any simi- 
lar operations on animals. They also accept the assur- 
ance which they have received that your Directors have 
no desire to encourage the false use of titles implylng a 
special qualification to practise Veterinary Medicine or 
Surgery. 

The sole question at issue between the Society and the 
College therefore still appears to be whether the Act of 
1881 contains any provision which would enable the 
College successfully to prosecute a shepherd or other 
unqualified person for castrating lambs or performing 
any similar operation on animals. 

As your Directors are aware, the Council consulted 
the Lord Advocate for Scotland on this point in February 
last, and his opinion was communicated to your Societ 
on the occasion of the Conference on 3rd March. It 
was to the effect that the proper interpretation of the 
Act of 1881 and of Section 4 of the Draft Bill was the 
one given in my letter to you of the 9th January - 
and that neither the Act of 1881 nor the proposed Bi 
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contained anything to prevent an unqualified person 
from doing veterinary work. 

The Council were subsequently given to understand 
(see your letter to me of the 8th April, 1909, and your 
letter of the 24th April to the President of the College), 
that your Directors had consulted Mr. Scott Dickson, 
Dean of the Faculty of Advocates, and that he had 
upheld the opinion originally put forward on their 
behalf, namely, that the Bill contained provisions which 
would J seo the employment of uncertificated persons 
for performing minor operations on animals. It would 
ag to the Council, however, that this must be a mis- 

e, for they hold the written opinion of Mr. Scott 
Dickson, dated 11th May, 1909, to the effect that the in- 
oo which the Council has placed on Section 17 
of the Act of 1881 and on Section 4 of the Bill, is the cor- 
rect one. I enclose a complete copy of the Case as it was 
submitted to Mr. Scott Dickson in order to show that 
no point material to the question in dispute between the 
Council and the Society was omitted from it. The 
specific questions put to Mr. Scott Dickson and his 
replies thereto were as follows :— 

1. Does the performance of operations on animals or 
the treatment of diseased animals by an unqualified 
person render him liable to a penalty under Section. 17 
or any other part of the Act of 1881 

2. Assuming that the draft Bill became law, would the 
performance of operations on animals or the treatment 
of animals by an unqualified person render him liable 
under Section 4, Sub-section 2? 

3. Is there anything in the Act of 1881, or in the draft 
Bill, which can be held to forbid or to penalise the em- 
ployment of ungnalified persons for performing oper- 
ations on selena or-for treating or prescribing for 
diseased animals ? 

Opinion. 


I am of opinion that the views expressed in the Case 
as those of the Council of the College are sound. 

In my opinion all three questions fall to be answered 
in the negative. There is no provision either in the 1881 
Act or in the Bill striking at merely acting as a Veterin- 
pe Surgeon, or at employing any person so to act 
whether qualified or not. 

The Opinion of 
London, 11 May, 1909. CHARLEs Scott Dickson. 


It will thus be seen that the Lord Advocate and Mr. 
Scott Dickson are in complete agreement in holding-that 
the Council do not possess under the existing Act, and 
would not have conferred on them by the Bill, any power 
to prosecute unqualified persons for castrating or docking 
lambs or for performing any sort of operation on ani- 
mals. The Council trust that, with this information 
before them, your Directors will recognise that the 
amendments suggested in your letter of the 8th April 
are not necessary to safeguard the interests of stock- 
owners. 


I am further to express the hope that the Council will | y 


receive the sympathy and yg of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society when the Bill is introduced into 
Parliament.” 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean : I beg to move that the Re- 
ports of the Committee be received and adopted. 

Mr. Triacer : I have t pleasure in seconding that. 

Prof. Dewar: I would like to ask, before that is 
done, if the letter from the Colonial Secretary came 
before the Council. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean : No. 

Prof. Dewar: How did it come to be submitted to 
the Annual Fee Committee ? 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean : I should have thought it was 
perfectly obvious. It was a request that we would 
amend the Draft Bill. I hope Prof. Dewar will not take 
any exception to it. It really does not seem to me to 
matter whether it went before the Parhamentary Com- 





mittee or the Annual Fee Committee; but it seems to 
me natural, since it was a specific request to amend the 
draft Bill, it should be considered by this Committee. 
Nothing has been done behind the back of the Council. 

Prof. Dewar: I did not mean to insinuate anything 
of the kind, far from it—but I understood it was the 
rule that letters had to come before the Council before 
they could be referred to this, yey. Be the other Com- 
mittee—if the letter is addressed to the Council. 

The PresipENT : That is the usual mode of procedure. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I take it that amounts to an 
expression of opinion on Prof. Dewar’s part that it 
was an improper procedure to bring this letter before 
the Annual Fee Committee before it had been submitted 
to the Council. I confidently claim the support of the 
Council for the action which was taken, because it must 
be remembered that this letter was received soon after 
the last quarterly meeting, and the matter was con- 
sidered urgent. To have postponed the consideration of 
it until it was submitted to the Council to-day would 
have meant that it would have had to be referred to 
some Committee, and it could not have been disposed 
of by this Council probably until January next. 
That is my excuse for the action that was taken. 

Mr. Garnett : In support of what Sir John M‘Fad- 

ean has said, I take some responsibility in this matter, 
cause I was Chairman of the Committee during the 
past year, and as Chairman of the Committee I was 
Chairman of it until a fresh Chairman was appointed. 
That letter was submitted to me, and I thought it was 
of sufficient urgency to. be brought before a Committee 
meeting. Onereason why that Committee meeting was 
called at my instigation was to consider that letter. It 
had to be considered at the earliest possible moment in 
order to get the reply through to the Colonies. It can- 
not go in a day’s post there and back, and it was im- 
perative it should have an immediate answer. 

Prof. Dewar: I hope Sir John will not make any 
imputation against me which I certainly have never ex- 
pressed. I merely asked for information, and I think 
that information is that it is the usual course that letters 
be submitted to the Council. I am prepared to accept 
the explanation you have given. 

The PrEsIDENT: That is the usual course. 

Prof. DEwar: But I do not think I was out of place 
in asking the question. 

Mr. SuMNER : That Committee has particular power, 
has it not? 

Mr. Mutvey: Undoubtedly. 

The resolution for the adoption of the reports was 
then put and carried unanimously. 

PuBLICATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. StockMAN read the report of a meeting of the 

Publication Committee, held on October 7th, 1909, 
which stated it was resolved that Mr. Stockman be 
appointed Chairman of the Committee for the present 
ear. 
Printing of Register, 1910. The Secretary submitted 
estimates for the re-printing of the Register for 1910, 
and it was resolved that the matter be referred to a 
Sub-Committe consisting of the President, Treasurer, 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, and Mr. Stockman, with power 
to act. 

On the motion of Mr. Stockman, seconded by Mr. 
Wharam, the report was adopted. 

SpecraAL Diptoma CoMMITTEE. 

Prof. WiLLIaMs read the report of a meeting of the 
Sec) Diploma Committee, held on Oct. sth, 109, 
which stated that it was resolved that Prof. W. O. 
Williams be appointed Chairman of the Committee. 

Constitution. The Secretary read the minute of the 
veg of April 2nd constituting the Committee as 
ollows :— 
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That a Committee be appointed to consider and to 
report as to the yo sore + of granting a diploma to 
members of this College who satisfy a Board of Ex- 
aminers —- by this Council in the subjects of 
State and Municipal Hygiene and Medicine. 

It was resolved “that this Committee consider that 
the institution of a diploma or certificate in State and 
Masenget Hygiene and Medicine is desirable, and recom- 
mend the Council to take the steps necessary to carry 
out the recommendation.” 

Prof. Wruu1aMs : I move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. CarTER : I second that. 

Mr. Suwpson : I was not present at the Committee 
meeting, and I would therefore like to ask if it has been 
taken into consideration what the effect of the granting 
of a diploma in this special direction would mean to 
those who have already, we will say, kept themselves 
up-to-date by ame attending a post-graduate course, 
chenining the Fellowship and other matters. First of 
all I would like to ask—Is it possible for us to grant a 
diploma ? 

The PRESIDENT: No, not without a Charter. 

Mr. Suwpson : I understand we have power to apply 
for a Charter. If this matter proceeds further I take it 
it will have to obtain the consent_of the Privy Council ; 
and I think it ought to be recognised at starting that a 
new diploma or a new certificate to be granted should be 
done cautiously. It may be inflicting, if adopted, a 
hardship upon those who possess at the moment all the 
qualifications which are necessary for inspectorship. The 
obtaining of this new certificate by those who come 
after would have the effect, I take it, if it is to be a 
certificate which is to be really respected—it would 
have the effect of giving considerable advantages to 
those who come after over those who up to this date hold 
all the qualifications that are necessary. It is perhaps 
early days to talk about this, but may I remind you what 
took place with regard to the Fellowship? The intro- 
duction of the Fellowship Degree was accompanied by 
the inclusion of a large number of gentlemen who had 
not to present themselves for examination. It is, I 
repeat, perhaps early days to talk about this, but I hope 
it will be in the minds of members that this would, if 
adopted straight away in the bald way in which it is 
recommended to the Council to-day, be a hardship on 
those who have kept themselves up-to-date by passing 
all the examinations that are requisite, more particularly 
for inspectorships. 

Mr. TriccEeR: I am going to move an amendment 
that I raised in Committee, namely, that the word 
“diploma” be deleted from the report of the Commit- 
tee, and that the word “certificate” be inserted in its 
von The use of the word “ diploma” is really absurd, 

use we have no power to grant a diploma without a 
new Charter ; and it would be extremel 
the Council at present, in view of the Bill before Parlia- 
ment, to also go for a new Charter. I hope when we 
do go for a new Charter it will be for one that has been 
fully, and not hastily, considered with regard to only one 
or two matters. That is what happened on the last 
occasion. Inasmuch as the Council have no power to 
grant a diploma, but have power to nt a certificate, 

think we should do no harm by letting this report be 
referred back to the Committee to further deliberate on 
the matter, but with “diploma” deleted and “certifi- 
cate” inserted in its place. We have no power to grant 
any such diploma, and therefore there can be no object 
in introducing such 4 word into the report. 

Sir Jonny M‘Fapyean: In my opinion to adopt the 
report of this Committee, either as it stands or with the 
amendment suggested by Mr. Trigger, would pledge this 
Council to a course of action for which the moment is 
by no means opportune. I am one of those who think 
that this Council ought, at the earliest possible moment, 





in the interests of the corporate body and in the inter- 
ests of stockowners, to institute a special qualification 
with regard to State and Municipal Veterinary Hygiene, 
but I venture to say that that moment has not yet 
arrived. (Hear, hear.) It has already been pointed out 
—and I imagine that there will be no dissent from it— 
that this Council at the present moment has no authority 
to grant any diploma except the Diploma of Member- 
ship and the Fellowship Diploma ; and I take it that 
therefore it would have no authority to spend any 
money in the conduct of examinations for any other 
sort of qualification. I am unable to follow Mr. Trig- 
ger when he suggests that they will be able to do the 
same thing by calling the qualification granted a certifi- 
cate. Supposing it be said that those who this 
resolution clearly foresaw that objection, and that they 
intended to recommend the Council to make immediate 
application for a new Charter to the Privy Council, I 
want to point out that that is only one of the obstacles 
to the immediate institution of another qualification. 
There is another one which is equally serious ; we have 
not got the necessary money. It has to be remembered 
that, in all probability, not more than 5 or 10 per cent. 
of those who take the ordinary qualification would 
require this other qualification. In other words, the 
aggregate sum of money that we could get in fees would 
nothing like serve to pay the examiners, if the examina- 
tions are to be properly conducted. I feel that I owe an 
apology to the members of the Committee as well as to 
this Council, because I was not present at the Com- 
mittee this forenoon—I found it impossible. I confess 
that I never for a moment imagined that that Com- 
mittee would be able in one brief sitting to report to 
this Council on such an important subject. It strikes 
me with amazement that they should have in that time 
adequately discussed such important questions as to 
what is to be the relationship between this new qualifi- 
cation and the existing ones, and especially what is to 
be the relationship between this and the Fellowship 
Diploma. These points, and others that I refrain from 
mentioning at the moment, will certainly require from 
this Council the most serious consideration before they 
embark upon what is a rather expensive undertaking. 
The first necessary preliminary to instituting this new 
qualification is that we should get more money. Other- 
wise stated, get the Bill which is now drafted through 
-arliament. I therefore take the responsibility—not a 
pleasant one—of moving that the report of the Com- 
mittee be referred back. 

The Presmpent: On the face of it this resolution 
seems rather drastic, but it was in the minds of the 
Committee that it would be referred back for further 
consideration. 

Sir Joun M*FapyEAn : My amendment is not second- 


wild to ask | ed yet 


Mr. Simpson : I will second it. 

The Prestpent: I was saying that it was in the 
minds of the Committee that this report would be re- 
ferred to a Committee for consideration and report. 
That, I believe, was the sense of the meeting. Of 
course in a matter like this we could not expect the 
Council to take any other action except to refer it back 
to the Committee. 

Prof. Writ1aMs : The only hope the Committee had 
was that it would be referred back to them. If you will 
allow me tos in, I should like to say that the 
duties of the Committee were to consider and report as 
to the advisability of granting a diploma. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: Then if I may be allowed to 
amend my motion, it would be that that part of the 
report be received and adopted—the part which says 
that it is desirable—and that the rest of the report 
amended by the omission of what follows. 

Prof. Writ1aMs : The report says, “It was resolved 
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that this Committee consider that the institution of a 
diploma or certificate in State and Municipal Hygiene 
and Medicine is desirable.” 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : I support that. 

Prof. Witu1aMs : That is Or they were asked—to 
say whether it is or is not desirable. They consider it is 
desirable. But the Committee went further than that, 
“and recommend the Council to take the steps necessa 
to carry out the recommendation.” It is for the Council 
to say what is to be done now. 

Mr. Garnett : Refer it back to the Committee again. 

Prof. WiLtiaMs : That is all the Committee desire— 
to refer it back to them again with some instructions. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : I think, if I may be allowed 
to speak again for a moment, that if the Council recog- 
nises the cogency of the arguments that I was allowed 
to address to it, nothing is to be gained in the mean- 
time by referring this back to the Committee. We 
need simply adopt that part of the report which says it 
is desirable that such a qualification should be instituted, 
and the subject can be revived when the difficulties, 
which I think we really all foresee, are removed. 

Mr. Smupson : I should like to ask the Chairman of 
the Committee if he can see his way, with the consent 
of his colleagues, to add the words to the recommenda- 
tion, “under certain conditions.” That makes all the 
difference, as you will gather from the remarks I made a 
few minutes . I would suggest it reads thus :— 
“That this Committee consider that the institution of a 
diploma or certificate in State and Municipal Hygiene 
and Medicine is desirable under certain conditions.’ 

Mr. Mutvey : I was under the impression when the 
suggestion was made that the resolution terminated at 
the word “desirable.” I do not recommend it being car- 
ried any further. 

Mr. McKryna: We areall in favour of it, but we can- 
not go any further because we have no money. I think 
we ought to put on record that we think it is desirable, 
and I would like that placed on record, provided we 
have the means, but that we cannot do it under present 
conditions. 

Prof. Wiit1aMs : With your permission I will move 
only the first part of the resolution down to the word 
“desirable,” and cross out the latter portion. 

Mr. Stupson : I do not know whether I should be in 
order, not being a member of the Committee, in movin 
that the words I have already suggested be added. 
am going to stand up for these inspectors—men who are 
absolutely qualified to hold the position they do hold as 
inspectors throughout the length and breadth of the 
country. If that certificate is to be considered the one 
qualification for an inspectorship, what becomes of the 
men who have done all that you desire of them in the 
ge who now hold these appointments? They are to 

put on one side, and this is to be received as the 
certificate or diploma which alone—(Cries of “ No, no” 
—pardon me, I think I see a little further ahead than 
those who say “No, no.” That will be the effect un- 
doubtedly, and I say we should be doing an enormous 
injustice to those men. What can be the objection to 

ding my suggested words “under certain conditions ?” 
The conditions would be a matter for your consideration 
later—that those who have, as I put it before, kept 
themselves up-to-date, who hold important inspector- 
ship appointments, should at any rate not be sent back 
to a post-graduate course before they undertake to pre- 
sent themselves for examination for this particular certi- 
ficate or diploma. 

Mr. Mutvey: I point out that the proposition now 
before the Council binds them to nothing. It is a pious 
e ion of opinion that a certain thing is desirable, 
= when the matter comes forward then wil] be the 
time to draft your Bill in the way that is desired. 





Prof. Dewar: I took a considerable part in the dis- 
cussion this forenoon, and I never for one moment 
dreamt that objection could be brought forward to-day 
such as has been brought forward at this Council meet- 
ing. Mr. Simpson surely knows that nothing can be 
done in regard to the diploma, certificate, or anything 
else except under certain conditions. It is an im - 
bility that anything can be done, and I am surprised that 
my friend, Sir John, should take exception to it, because 
it gives him a handle to forward this Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act Amendment Bill. It is the very thing you 
wanted. (Laughter.) 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : And you are going to support 


it! 

Prof. Dewar: I am supporting this with all m 
heart. (Laughter.) I would like to point out, with 
regard to the remarks that have been made, that the 
latter part of the recommendation is “and recommend 
the Council to take the steps necessary to carry out the 
recommendation.” We do not recommend them to take 
them to-morrow or the day after. It merely commits 
this Council to approve the thing and to take the steps 
as they see fit, me they think necessary, and when 
they see they can be carried out. I do not see there is 
any necessity whatever to delete the last part of the re- 
commendation. If the recommendation is adopted as 
it comes from the Committee, it does not commit anyone 
in any way. 

The PRrEsmpDENT: Does anybody second Professor 
Williams’ proposition that the latter portion be deleted ? 
Mr. Mutvey : I second that. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: Prof. Williams moved the 
adoption of the report, and I moved as an amendment 
that only the first part of it be adopted and the remain- 
der be deleted, and Mr. Simpson has seconded that. 
The PRESIDENT: Does that meet with Prof. Williams’ 
approval ? 

of. WitLiaMs: Yes. 

Prof. Dewar : I stick to the motion for the adoption 
of the report. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean’s: amendment, “That the report 
be adopted, with the deletion of the words ‘and recom- 
mend the Council to take the steps necessary to ca 
out the recommendation’” was then put and carried, 
only Prof. Dewar voting against. 

Prof. Dewar : I am usually in the minority. (Laugh- 
ter.) 
The amendment was then put as the substantive 
motion and carried. 

Prof. Witt1AMs: May I now propose the re-appoint- 
ment of that Committee to further discuss the means of 
obtaining powers to grant such a diploma. 

Mr. Stmpson : No. 

Prof. WiLL1AMs : We cannot appoint the Committee ? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, we can appoint a Committee to 
consider it. 

Sir Joun M‘FapyeEan : I suggest that the Committee 
has terminated its labours, and there is no motive for its 
reappointment in the meantime. (Hear, hear. 

he PrEestpENT : Is there any seconder of the propo- 
sition that the Committee be reappointed ? 

Prof. Dewar: I will second it. 

The PRESIDENT: It has been proposed and seconded 
that the Committee be reappointed to discuss the 
methods, and report to the Council. 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


FiryWyGram Prize AWARD. 


The SECRETARY read the report of Messrs. Wood- 
house and Wilkinson, Chartered Accountants, dated 
August 26th, 1909, saying that they had checked and 
found correct the number of marks gained by the stu- 
dents at the various Colleges, and that the two hi 
were Mr. B. H. Mellon, Royal Ve 





Mr. Sumpson : I again ask, what is the harm in‘add- 


ing my suggested words ? 


teri Co 
Camden Town, 809 marks, and Mr. H. V. Dier, Ro 
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Veterinary Coll Camden Town, 764 marks. The 
total amount available for the prizes was £63 18s. 4d. 
The value of the First prize, five-eighths of the above 
sum, was therefore £39 18s. 11d. ; and the Second prize 
(three-eighths) £23 19s. 5d. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. Mul- 
vey, the report was adopted, and cheques ordered to be 
drawn for the winners of the two prizes. 


APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARIES OF BOARD OF 
EXAMINERS IN SCOTLAND, LIVERPOOL AND DUBLIN. 


The SECRETARY reported that an application had 
been received from Mr. Z. B. Rutherford for re-election 
as Secretary for Scotland. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, it was resolved that 
Mr. Rutherford be reappointed Secretary for Scotland 
at the same salary and on the same terms as previously. 

The SECRETARY announced that an application had 
been received from Mr. Findlay Kerr for reappointment 
as Secretary in Ireland. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Prof. 
Dewar, Mr. Findlay Kerr was reappointed at the same 
salary and on the same terms as previously. 

The SECRETARY announced that two applications had 
been received for the Secretaryship in Liverpool, one 
from Mr. Charles Blackhurst asking to be reappointed 
as Secretary, and another from Mr. Arthur Walker, 
M.R.C.V.S., of West Derby, Liverpoot. The latter gentle- 
man enclosed three testimonials. 

On the motion of Prof. Williams, seconded by Mr. 
Wharam, Mr. Blackhurst was re-elected Secretary for 
Liverpool at the same salary and on the same terms as 
previously. 

Date oF FELLOWsHIP EXAMINATION IN DECEMBER. 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, it was resolved that the Fellowship exam- 
ination be held on Saturday, December 11th next. 


Report OF JUBILEE MEMORIAL SCHOLAR. 


The Secretary read the following report on the 
Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize, 1908-9 : 

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to report that, in 
accordance with the regulations of the Jubilee Memorial 
and Bursary Prize, I attended at the Ecole Vétérinaire 
d’Alfort during the scholastic year 1908-9, for the pur- 
pose of studying Pathology vad Bacteriology. 

This scholastic year was divided into three terms, 
commencing and ending on the following dates: Oct. 
16th to Dec. 22nd, 1908: Jan. 5th to April 2nd: and 
April 19th to July 20th, 1909. Thus the year’s course of 
study covered about 35 weeks. : 

I actually attended at the College during the follow- 
ing periods :—Oct. 14th to Dec. 20th: Jan. 7th to 
March 28th: April 19th to Aug. 14th, or a total period 
-of about 38 weeks. 

On commencing work at Alfort I followed regularly 
the lectures in Pathological Anatomy and in Bacterio- 
logy, and worked during the mornings from 9 a.m. to 
12, and in the afternoons from 2 until 5 or 6 p.m. in the 
Pathology laboratory under Prof. Petit, or in the Bac- 
teriology laboratory under Prof. Vallée. 

During November, on the advice of Prof. Vallée, I 
entered at the Pasteur Institute for a post-graduate 
course in Bacteriology, ‘and attended six afternoons a 
week from 1.30 to6or7p.m. This course lasted until 
March 16th, 1909, and included about one hundred lec- 
tures, and A ogg oy instruction in the pre tion of 
culture media, the separation and cultivation of the 
principal micro-organisms pathogenic to the domesti- 
cated animals and to man, their chief staining reactions, 
and the results of inoculating them into suitable labora- 
tory animals. 

ring this period I continued my regular attendauce 
at the morning lectures at Alfort, and worked constantly 


under Prof. Petit in the t-mortem room and the 
Pathology laboratory, in order to gain practical experi- 
ence of the identification of the more important patho- 
logical conditions, and of the demonstration of the micro- 
scopical structure of the lesions presented. 

During the third term I attended the remaining lec- 
tures at Alfort in Pathology and Bacteriology, and also 
instruction in meat inspection, both at Alfort and at the 
central meat markets. 

I also worked daily in the laboratory at ordinary 
routine bacteriological work, and, under the direction of 
MM. Vallée and Mesnil, I undertook certain experi- 
ments on the treatment of Dourine, Surra, and Pernici- 
ous Anemia in horses. 

While thus en 1, I was enabled to follow the re- 
searches of Prof. Vallée and M. Fernandez on the intra- 
dermal and other local reactions to tuberculin. 

Throughout the year I commenced the day by spend- 
ing about an hour at the clinique, and was present at a 
number of important operations and clinical demonstra- 
tions, being thus enabled to note a certain number of 
differences both in theory and in ordinary surgical 
technique as compared with those current in this 
country. 

For the same reasons I attended meetings of the 
Société Central de Médecine Vétérinaire and of the 
Société de Pathologie Comparée. ; 

Finally, may I be permitted to add that I consider 
myself to have derived great benefit from the oppor- 
tunity for special study afforded me by this bursary, and 
I think that any student who may be desirous of pass- 
ing a year or more at Alfort, will find himself treated 
with the greatest courtesy by both the members of the 
staff and the students, and will be able fully and 
worthily to occupy his time, whether he may choose to 
devote himself to the practieal side of medicine and sur- 

ry, or to the more theoretical and experimental 

ranches of veterinary science. 

Hoping that this report may meet with your approval, 
I have the honour toremain, yours faithfully, 

Ww. i. ANDREWS, M.RB.C.V.S. 

17 Craigerne Rd., Blackheath, S.E. 


Official certificates were attached to the report showing 
that Mr. Andrews attended the post-graduate courses 
on Micro-biology at the Pasteur Institute, and the 
courses at the Alfort Veterinary School. . 

The Presipent : I think this is a very good and satis- 
factory report. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Simpson : It is the best we have ever had. 

Sir Joun M‘FapyeEan: I hope the Couneil will agree 
with me that it would be fitting that our Secretar 
should be requested to write to the Director of the Al- 
fort School conveying to him and his coll es our 
warmest thanks, and an expression of our high appre- 
ciatiation of the kindness and courtesy that was extended 
to our Bursor, Mr. Andrews. (Hear, hear). I move 
accordingly. 

Mr. Mutvey : I have great pleasure in seconding that 
ra. 

Mr. Carter: Would it not be as well if we were to 
write a letter to Mr. Andrews thanking him for his 


— q ; 

sir JoHN M‘Fapyean : That goes without saying. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Wracc MEMORIAL: PRESENTATION OF PoRTRAIT ON 
BEHALF OF THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE. 
Mr. Smmpson: Mr President and Gentlemen: You 


may perhaps have expressed to yourselves some surprise 
when you saw this item upon the agenda for to-day. 


The explanation for it being there is that it was pointed 
out to me that, although the portrait of the late Mr. 
Wragg was unveiled at the annual meeting of the Royal 





College, there was no record on the minutes of the 
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Council that a request was made to it to accept th® 
sain from those gentlemen who contributed to th® 

ragg Memorial Fund; and it is simply that th® 
matter may be absolutely in order, and in order that the 
‘portrait may be formally accepted by the Council, and 
that acceptance appear upon the minutes, that I have 
to trouble you for a few moments. I have referred to 
the fact that that this portrait of our late friend was 
unveiled at the annual meeting, and Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean, who was then in the chair, said he thought he 
might without reserve accept on behalf of the profession 
the portrait which you now see before you. You are 
aware that there was a desire to perpetuate the memory 
of Mr. Wragg, our late Treasurer, and a Fund was 
accordingly started. My friend, Mr. Villar, was ap- 


inted the Secretary, and myself the Chairman of the |- 


mmittee. By our united efforts a considerable sum 
of money was raised, and with it the portrait which you 
now see before you was painted. Itis simply my duty 


to-day to fo ly ask you to accept from the subscribers 
to the Frank W Memorial Fund the portrait which 
has been painted. i 


e miss Mr. Wragg’s — face, 
but this portrait may to some extent—I do not say 
wholly—serve to remind you of one who was respected 
by us all. I ask you then, Mr. President and gentle- 
men of the Council, to accept this portrait from the 
Committee. (Cheers. 

The PRESIDENT : behalf of this Council I have 
great pleasure in accepting from the subscribers, 
through Mr. Simpson, this portrait of our dear old 
friend Mr. W: . _Weall know that Mr. Wragg devoted 
a great deal of his time, attention, and abilities, which 
were of no mean order, to the elevation of his profession. 
He. was an example to all other veterinarians, — 
larly those who were connected with him. I do hope 
that the presence of this portrait in the Council Chamber 
will tend to keep his memory green, especially among 
those who have been associated with him for so many 
years, and not only that, but that it will inspire other 
members to continue in his footsteps. On behalf of the 
Council, I have very great peep in accepting the 
portrait, and I am sure the Council will see that it is 
properly placed in this Council Chamber. (Cheers.) 


OTHER BUSINESS. 


Professor DEwAR: I beg to give notice of the fol- 
lowing resolution: “That the following addition be 
made to Schedule 1”—that is with regard to the Educa- 
tional Certificates which are accepted as satisfying'the 
requirements of our Preliminary Examination—“Queen’s 
University of Belfast, Matriculation Examination (the 
certificate to include required a 

This concluded the business of the quarterly meeting 
of Council. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


A speciai meeting of Council was held immediately 
following the quarterly meeting, over which the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Sam Locke, presided, and the same members 
were present as at the quarterly meeting. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been printed 
and circulated, were, on the motion of Mr. Simpson, 
seconded by Mr. Abson, taken as read and confirmed. 


Motion By Mr. STockMAN. 


Mr. StockMAN moved the following addition to the 
Bye-laws of which he had given the necessary notice : 
“No motion which has been rejected by the Council 
shall be again moved at a subsequent meeting held 
within a org et opens than twelve months, except with 
the consent of jority of the members present.” 
In doing so, he said: The object of the resolution will, I 
think, be apparent, and I need say very little about, it. 
At the t moment this Council has no means of 


. protecting itself against repetition. If any member is 








sufficiently obstinate he can bring the same motion for- 
ward over and over again, although the Council for the 
time being has formed an opinion on it and given its 
vote. All this proposed Bye-law aims at is to give the 
Council a method of protecting itself. It does not in 
any way strangle discussion, because it leaves_it open to 
the Council, if they see fit to do so, or if anything new 
has occurred, to open the discussion again and to give it 
a re-hearing. But I think this Council should have 
some way of deciding whether it is going to re-hear a 
case which has cheat been fully heard. With these 
words I lay the proposition before the Council. 

— WittiaMs : I have much pleasure in seconding 
that. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. 

The Prestpent: The Soca of this motion will 
—— a Confirmatory Meeting to be held, and that 
will take place either on the 21st or 22nd. That con- 
cludes the business of the meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. McKinna, seconded by Prof. 
Dewar, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the Chair, which the Presi- 
dent briefly acknowledged. 








ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The 87th Session was inaugurated on Wednesday, 
October 6th. Sir Wm. Turner, K.C.B., LL.D., in the 
chair. Apologies were intimated from Lord Pentland 
and C. E. Price, Esq., M.P. 

Dr. O. Coarnock BRADLEY delivered the following 
address :— 

THE CoMMERCIAL VALUE OF SCIENCE. 


In casting about for a subject upon which to base the 
address it is my privilege to give this afternoon, it oc- 
curred to me that, though it might be impossible to 
make any addition to what has already been said, I 
might with aptness again point out the commercial 
value of scientific investigation and the claims science 
has upon the cummunity. Fortunately this is not now 
so ni as it was some years ago. Events have 
shown that the man of affairs, the man who prides him- 
self on being “practical” and who formerly evinced im- 
patience, even scorn, when scientific investigations were 
mentioned, is coming to recognise that research in even 
the most distant fields may lead to results of ultimate 
pecuniary importance to himself. re Sa past few 

ears considerable assistance to research has been given 
the commercial and business man in this and other 
cities. Some of the busy centres of industry in England, 
cities where the hard-headed, clear-thinking man of 
business reigns supreme, are now provided with Uni- 
versities and Schools where important scientific investi- 
gations are being carried on. 

Hopeful though the prospect of the proper recognition 
by the business man of the commercial value of science 
now is, it is unfortunately true that many non-profess- 
ional men are still to be found who regard all scientific 
work as useless anda waste of time unless immediate 
utility can be demonstrated. On the lips of such is the 
constant question: “ What is the use of it?” This was 
answered years ago by Franklin, who, when asked what 
was the use of his discovery that li htning and electricity 
are one and the same, replied: “What is the use of a 
child? It may become a man.” 

Some of the most important discoveries and inventions 
have had their origin in investigations which, at the 
time, did not, in the smallest degree, promise to develop 
into knowl capable of being turned to useful ac- 


count. 
Who could have guessed that the pendulum and its 





application as a measurer of time would arise from 
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observations made by Galileo, and originated by the 
swinging of a lamp. The verger of the Cathedral at 
Pisa, after refilling a lamp, left it swinging. The rhythmic 
to-and-fro movement arrested the attention of Galileo, 
who, timing the oscillations by his own pulse, was led to 
conduct investigations which fifty years later culminated 
in the invention of the pendulum. The initial observa- 
tion was apparently trifling, and maturation was slow, 
but the result was well worth fifty years of labour. 

It is barely possible for us to conceive of business-life 
without the telegraph and the telephone, and we should 
be sorry to have to dispense with the electric light. Yet 
these conveniences, nay, necessities, the value of which 
cannot be overstated, their origin in observations 
made by Galvani in 1780 on the twitching of frogs’ legs! 
We may safely assert that the end of the already long 
list of possible applications of electricity is not yet. 
Fresh uses, in most ey eqn directions, are constantly 
being found. One of the most recent applications is in 
the stimulation of plant growth, an lucien arising 
out of the artificial production of the Aurora Borealis ! 

Not a little of the wealth of this country depends 
upon her mineral sources. It is beyond dispute that 
these were made accessible as the result of the labours 
of William Smith, a land surveyor, to whom the proud 
title of “the father of English geology” has been given. 
Smith, in the pursuit of his business, travelled over the 
greater part of England and Wales, and, in doing so, 
observed the arrangement of the various geological 
strata. From the maps he constructed was obtained 
the key to the mineral wealth of the country. 

Judged by the canon of “immediate utility,” Pas- 
teur’s work on the facets of tartarate crystals would 
have been placed, at the time, in the category of scientific 
researches of purely academic interest. But these 
observations led Pasteur to make those profound dis- 
coveries in fermentation with which his name will ever 
be associated, discoveries of the most far-reaching influ- 
ence and of the utmost commercial value. Who could 
have even dimly foreseen that the study of the facets of 
crystals would lead to the production of palatable butter 
from milk artificially sown with the proper bacilli, or 
that the probing of the innermost recesses of the animal 
frame might be facilitated and rendered safe as a collate- 
ral consequence. 

To the researches of the chemist we owe more than 
can be repaid either in gratitnde or in more material 
manner. It was an obscure German chemist who ob- 
tained from coal-tar oil a liquid which gave a most 
beautiful tint with calcium chloride. This was the germ 
of the aniline dye industry. Coal tar products were 
further studied, and the armamentarium of the physician 
was enriched by such drugs as antipyrin, phenacetin, 
saccharin and ichthyol. 

The recognition of different species of insects and 
the phases of their life-history was originally studied 
without any suspicion that the facts slowly and labori- 
ously accumulated would ever be more than simple 
additions to the sum of scientific knowledge. Yet think 
what entomology has done for agriculture and the ex- 
ploitation of tropical countries. The importance of 
entomology in the latter direction is now clearly recog- 
nised by the heads of the State as is shown by the 
recently appointed African Entomological Research 
Committee on which we, his friends and colleagues, are 
happy and proud to find that Dr. Stewart Macdougall 
has been asked to serve. 

The value of economic entomology has been proved 
repeatedly, but perhaps not more strikingly than some 
little time ago when the raisers of fruit pan 8 cane in the 
Sandwich Islands were in dread lest their means of 
livelihood should be utterly destroyed by the ravages of 
aphides. The entomologist was able to come to the 
rescue by advising the introduction of the lady-bird 


beetle into the Islands. This was done and the plague 
ceased. 


Botany, no less than entomology, has rendered service 
of the highest value to the community. Investigato 
actuated by the simple desire to learn the secrets o! 
nature, and without any thought for the pecuniary value 
of their discoveries, laid the foundations of that economic 
botany by which are combated such plant diseases as 
rust of wheat, ergot of rye, blight of fruits. How much 
loss economic botany alone has saved the agriculturist, 
the arboriculturist and the horticulturist it would be 
difficult to estimate. 

In no department of science has there been more 
rapid advance during recent years than in that of pro- 
tozoology. The discovery of the causal agents of mala- 
ria, sleeping sickness, and other tropical diseases, and 
the tracing step by step of their several life-histories, is 
one of the triumphs of modern science. But how much 
of the advance would have been possible without the 

reliminary labours of scientists who could not have 
oreseen the practical application of their discoveries. 
For example. In 1841 Valentin, of Berne, observed a 
unicellular organism in the blood of the trout. This has 
since been proved to be the first known member of an 
important class of disease-producing cmp, the try- 
eres But Valentin’s discovery did not bear fruit 
or 60 years ; for it was not until 1901 that Dutton and 
Todd, in Gambia, demonstrated a t nosome in a 
human patient suffering from sleeping sickness. 

Without labouring the moral, here one has a striking 
instance of an apparently purely academic investigation 
—the examination of the blood of a fish—expanding 
into an agent for the extension of civilisation and the 
material wealth of nations. The main barrier to the 
advance of the white man in tropical countries has been 
tropical disease. There is now a reasonable expectation 
that the barrier will be removed und that hitherto un- 
inhabitable places will be opened to colonisation. 

A further moral to be drawn from what has just been 
said tempts one to a digression. Tropical diseases are 
not confined to man, but affect animals as well. For 
the exploitation of the tropics, therefore, it is necessary 
to be able to deal with the tropical diseases of animals 
as well as of man. That is, medical and veterinary 
science must work hand in hand. Within the last few 
— an illustration of the recognition of this necessity 

as Jbeen given by the Live 1 School of Tropical 
Medicine, the authorities of which sent out a medical 
man and a rey surgeon to make investigations in 
the region of the Zambesi. The veterinary expert of 
the expedition, this school is proud to remember, was ~ 
Mr. R. E. Montgomery, one of our own graduates. The 
reports drawn up by Mr. Kinghorn and Mr. Mont- 
gomery clearly prove the value of co-operation between 
those dealing with the diseases of man and those con- 
cerned with the diseases of animals. The fact that 
medical and veterinary sciences are but specialised 
branches of the same t science cannot be too strongly 
emphasized, and the failure to admit the fact comnet be 
other than an obstacle to the progress of both. 

Advance in most departments of science has depended 
in greater or lesser degree upon that powerful instru- 
ment of research, the microscope, an instrument in itself 
affording a striking example of the growth of an appar 
ently useless beginning into an agent of great utility. 
One of the first, possibly 


the first microscope was m3 
toy, the vitrum publicarium, used, as 


ing more than a 
its name indicates, for the examination of fleas and such 
small deer. Out of such —- instrument of no prac- 
tical value has been evolved the means without which 
medical and veterinary science could not possibly have 
attained the position which is theirs to-day. 

The presence of fossil remains of a gigantic armadillo 

t 





in S6uth America seems sufficiently remote from 
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modern life to be of little moment. Yet this was one of 
the several phenomena which led Darwin to his theory 
of evolution. In what degree, and in what directions, 
Darwin has influenced modern life and modern thought 
cannot be indicated here. Let it suffice to say, in words 
recently uttered by Prof. Weismann, of Freiburg, “that 
the idea of evolution, in the form in which Darwin pre- 
sented it to us, has given an impulse to new life and 
further development in every department of human 
knowledge and thought. This has already borne much 
fruit, and we may hope for much more in future. 

Doubtless, sometime, someone with the means and 
leisure will produce a volume dedicated to the Practical 
Man, in which shall be set forth the small and incon- 
siderable beginnings of discoveries upon which the 
foundations of modern industries have been based. 
When this is done it will astonish the unthinking—and 
they are many—to learn that without scientific research 
modern civilisation would have been impossible. 

If science has rendered invaluable aid to commerce, 
and the industries, in no less degree has the preserva- 
tion of human and animal life been fostered by the same 
means. To set forth all the directions in which science 
has worked against disease is impossible within the 
scope of an address such as this. It will, perhaps, 
suffice to point out that, so far as human disease is con- 
cerned, one of the most terrible afflictions of human 
flesh, consumption, is now in a fair way to extinction. 
No more welcome news can be given to mankind than 
the assurance of the great probability that medical 
science, during the lifetime of many if not most of us, 
will triumph over phthisis. The decrease within the 
last forty years in the mortality from phthisis is such as 
to warrant the expectation that, according to those who 
can speak with authority, the disease will be practically 
extinct in from twenty-five to thirty years. “..... 
for 100 deaths in 1869 there are now only 46. The re- 
duction has been so steady and persistent that there is 
warrant for the statement in a recent memoranduin of 
the Local Government Board that before long this 
disease may become as rare as leprosy.” Need it be 
said that, in the battle against the tubercle bacillus, 
the veterinary scientist is fighting side by side with his 
medical brother. 

It is searcely necessary to point out that phthisis is 
only one of several diseases over which medical science 
is slowly but surely gaining dominion. That most 
dreaded of all diseases, cancer, one feels safe in predict- 
ing, will be ultimately vanquished. Research by medi- 
Fe and veterinary experts may not as yet have yielded 
much more than negative results, but these are of greater 
moment than the layman can appreciate. One can only 
counsel the public to rest in a patient assurance that 
now war has been declared there will be no thought of 
defeat. 

If the medical man is guarding the health of the nation 
and so adding to its strength, none the less is the veteri- 
nary surgeon guarding inst national and individual 
loss by his efforts towards the eradication of contagious 
diseases in animals. Cattle plague has not been known 
in this country since 1877, nor contagious pleuro-pneu- 
monia since 1898, though seven years before that 9,491 
cattle were slaughtered in consequence of tl. «usease. 
What this means to the community in gen: ~1i, and to 
the agriculturist and dairyman in particular, it is diffi- 
cult to adequately realise. But it can be confidently 
affirmed that in the suppression of these two diseases 
alone veterinary science has placed the community under 
adeep debt of gratitude. 

Another contagious disease, foot-and-mouth disease, 
has also been placed under subjection. From 1902 to 

1908 no cases occurred in Great Britain. Contrast.this 
with 18,732 outbreaks in 1883. The latest outbreak, 
that of February of last year, is of local interest, inas- 


science, therefore, was instrumental in its detection and 


su ion. 

H ydrophobia is a disease of greater interest to the 
man in the street, since the bite of a rabid dog may 
transmit the disease to the human subject. The wide 
spread terror produced by the knowledge that'a mad dog 
is at large has not been felt since 1902, in which year 
there were 13 cases. In 1895 there were no fewer than 
672 cases spread over 29 counties. 

The subject need not be further laboured, as sufficient 
has been said to indicate, albeit briefly and inadec uately, 
the work veterinary science has done and is doing n 
directions not readily realised by the layman. What 
the science will do in the future no man may say. 
Veterinary knowledge is at once one of the oldest and 
one of the youngest of the applied sciences. That it is 
one of the oldest is shown by the laws of that wise Kir 
of Babylonia, Hammurabi, who reigned in the third mil- 
lenium B.C. “Ifa cow doctor or a sheep doctor,” says 
the oldest code of laws in the world, “ has treated a cow 
or a sheep for a severe wound and cured it, the owner of 
the cow or sheep shall give one-sixth of ashekel of silver to 
the doctor as his fee. If he has treated a cow or shee 
for a severe wound and has caused it to die, he shall 
give a quarter of its price to the owner of the ox or 
sheep.” We are told on good authority, also, that paint- 
ings made by the ancient Egyptians some 4,000 years 
ago show sick animals undergoing treatment. 

In spite of its respectable and hoary antiquity, veteri- 
nary science, so far as this country is concerned, can 
only claim a corporate life of some sixty odd years. Its 
youth notwithstanding, the veterinary profession has 
attained a dignity of which an even older would have 
no cause to be ashamed. In making this claim one does 
not forget that progress would not have been so rapid 
but for much assistance, both direct and indirect, render- 
ed by that elder sister, the medical profession. This is 
true of the veterinary —_ as a whole, much more 
so is it true of the profession in Scotland generally and 
in Edinburgh in particular. We, of this school, should 
be singularly lacking in good feeling were we to remem- 
ber with anything but a deep sense of gratitude the 
many kindnesses received by Prof. Dick and _ his 
successors from the Edinburgh School of Medicine. We, 
in Edinburgh, therefore, should be peculiarly alive to the 
advan arising out of the co-operation and co-ordina- 
tion of the sister professions. 

That veterinary science will continue to advance may 
be taken without question. That it will continue to 
render valuable assistance in the safe-guarding of public 
health and individual property cannot be doubted As 
time goes on, we may be assured, these duties will be 
fulfilled more and more efficiently, and fresh fields will 
be discovered in which the labours of the veterinary sur- 
geon will be increasingly fruitful. 

Veterinary and every other department of science 
cannot possibly stand still. There must be either ad- 
vance or retrogression. Retrogression is unthinkable. 
The scientific spirit of our workers would not permit it. 
But advance is not possible without research; and, 
though research never has been and never will be de- 
pendent for its existence upon outside help, material 
encouragement can do much to supply the pabulum 
upon which the scientific spirit may be sustained. The 
desire to learn the truth cannot be originated b 
splendid endowments, nor can it be annihilated b 
of —_ an eee — it = be prem and it is 

ible to remove obstacles and so facilitate progress. 
PeThe efficient pursuit of scientific work eecentbianelh 
proper equipment in the shape of laboratories and in- 
struments ; but more especially it demands a gis 
properly trained and naturally apt investigators. a 
school such as this there are always some—not many, 
perhaps, but still some--students who have an innate 





much as it occurred in Edinburgh. Local veterinary 





desire and a natural aptitude for scientific research 
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work. It should be within our means to keep these 


the narrower sense of the word, By the resultant gain 
to veterinary science it would pay to have Research 
Fellows attached to the various departments of the Col- 
lege. These would be of inestimable assistance to the 
shod in its double capacity of training the future 
velerinary surgeon and of pe Pa to that knowledge 
by which the animal wealth of the country is guarded. 

It has been the main theme of this address to show 
that when science asks for assistance she is not begging 
for that for which she can make no return. Rather is 
she gently urging the payment of a bill long since over- 
due. There is no man, woman, or child in the civilised 
world who does not owe something to science, but there 
are few who realise the indebtedness. 

In spite of the diffusion of knowledge into all ranks of 
society, there are es few who recognise the 
scientist as a citizen who freely places his services at 
the disposal of his country and his fellow meg: There 
are none too many who acknowledge that science adds 
to the comfort of practical life, and does so in direct 
proportion as a people. mes more civilised, more 
cultured, and more aggregated. There are still fewer 
who know the value of science as illuminating social 
problems of the greatest import. 

It is, therefore, sometimes nec to undertake the 
none too congenial, none too anaaal task of pointing 
out that without science daily life would not be what it 
is, nor would progress be ible ; and _ therefore, 
on principles of equity, the community, both individu- 
ally and collectively, may reasonably be expected to 
—_ material recognition of the value of scientific 
work. 

In conclusion, I would heartily congratulate those 
who, as students, are to-day entering upon a scientific 
career. If their choice should not lead to the accumu- 
lation of worldly wealth or the attainment of high 
standing in the State—and I do not say that it will not 
do so—properly regarded it will certainly t them a 

ion more precious. Theirs will be the conviction 
that they are rendering service to their fellow men, and 
that by their labours they are helping, however feebly, 
in the advancement of Scoaite. And after all, can 
man do more ? 

Moreover, the pursuit of science is rendered the more 
fascinating by the knowledge that what has been done 
is as nothing compared with that which has to be done. 
The workers in science are and ever will be seeking 
something new; “that which they have done but 
earnest of the things which they shall do.” Though the 
scientific a ye was never more intense than it is to-day, 
and though the number of workers was never greater, 
fruitfulness of endeavour was never richer. In the 
words of an American scientist, “ We are still labouring 
for the advancement of science, for the discovery of new 
truth. The field, which is the world, was never so white 
unto the harvest as now, but it is still early morning on 
the dial of science. 


On the motion of Sir Wm. Turner, Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley was thanked for his address. 

On the motion of Prof. Gofton a hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded Sir Wm. Turner for presiding. 

Sir Wa. TuRNER, in responding to a vote of thanks, 
referred to the necessity of means being provided to 
scientific institutions eal to scientific workers in those 
institutions to enable them to carry on their researches. 

h in science was somewhat expensive, because 
laboratories were needed, and expert workers were 
needed, and research in science did not on the face of 
it bear the i yp of something that was going to 
pecuniarily, 
quently in the first instance there was no pecuniary gain 


pay, 
e meant. It paid ultimately, but fre-| the 


fore, required that it should be implemented either by 
private benefactions or by the pu purse. He 
thought that science had a fair claim on the public 
because the ultimate benefits which the public 
erived from scientific inquiry were of the utmost im- 
portance. There was passed last year in Parliament a 
very important Act, the Education (Scotland) Act, and 
in that Act provision was mads for the application of 
public funds for various educational purposes, amongst 
others for institutions such as that one in which they 
were gathered ; and they had made a claim that they 
were to be considered in connection with the distribu- 
tion of the moneys that were specified in that Act. He 
hoped that that claim might turn out successfully and 
that out of those moneys there might be set aside for 
this Royal College an amount which might enable the 
scientific work which they were so desirous of pursuing 
to be carried out not merely from its scientific interest, 
but from its bearing which it might have upon the 
health of the animals that were committed to the charge 
of the veterinary surgeon, and also on the health of 
human beings, because the Association between veteri- 
pei medicine and human medicine was of the closest 
ind. 








YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A acting was held at the Hotel 5 THA Leeds, 
on Friday, April 30th., Mr. H. G. Bowes, F.R.C.V.S., the 
President, in the Chair. There was a large attendance. 
Among those present were Messrs. A. W. McCarmick 
Treasurer), J. Clarkson (Hon. Sec.), J. Cooke, Scar- 

rough; E. H. Pratt, Northallerton; G. Whitehead, 
Batley; W. Crawford, Leeds; Prof. Williams, Uni- 
versity of Liverpool ; J. McKinna, Huddersfield; G E. 
Bowman, Leeds; W. Edmundson, Harrogate;  P. 
Deighton, and R.G. Johns, Selby; L. Jones, Don- 
caster; A. W. Foster, Sheffield ; M. Robinson, Barns- 
ley; G.C. Barber, Leeds; C. Pitts,Idle; J. Bell, 
Brighouse; 8S. Wharam, Leeds; F. A. Pawlett, York ; 
ae 8 Hodgman Barnsley; A. N. Pillers, Sheffield ; 


SE. Sampson, Sheffield; "A. W. Mason, Leed 
a 


8; ‘ 
Ellison, Harrogate; W. Ackroyd, Halifax; F. W. 5S. 
Clough, Morley ; t. Pratt, Ripon, and H. Dyson, Hud- 
derstield. 

It was decided that Mr. Carter, of Keighley, and Mr. 
J. MeKinna, of Huddersfield, should be the representa- 
po of the Society at the Public Health Congress at 

8. 


Tae NaTiIonNAL Mutua Derence Society. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. Locke calling 
attention to the claims of the National Mutual Defence 
Society, and said he thought, as he had always thought, 
that every member of the profession should join the 
Society. He could not understand why it did not appeal 
to epegneny The fee was a very small one. At one 
of the Council menting recently a splendid letter was 
read from a lady in which she said that without the aid 
of the National Benevolent Association she did not 
know what she would have done. By the aid of the 
Association she had been able to quality as a nurse and 
ag her children. } 

A Member mentioned an interesting case which occur- 
red a short time ago. A veterinary surgeon supplied 
some lotion for a horse, and some of the lotion got into 
the carter’s eye. Thecarter brought an action to recover 
£700, but the Association took up the case which cost a 
considerable sum of money, and but for the Association 
i surgeon would have been a ruined man. 


veterinary 
On the motion of Mr. Hodgman, seconded by Mr. J. 





to be derived from it. Scientific work necessarily, there- 


Cooke, it was decided to subscribe to the Wragg 
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Testimonal Fund, the sum to be left to the Council, but 
not to be less than three guineas. 

The Hon. Sec. stated that owing to the meeting of the 
National Association at Harrogate he thought it would 
be wise to abandon the summer meeting this year. 

The CHAIRMAN seconded, and it was carried. 


THe VALUE AND NEcEssity oF Post GRADUATE 
Srupy. 


Prof. W. O. Writt1aMs, of the University of Liverpool, 
said : My principal object in introducing this subject is to 
point out to the profession what perhaps is clearer to me 
than to many of them. It is this: I see that fields in 
which we flourished and waxed rich are now being nar- 
rowed down to such an extent that we can only get a 
bare living, even, perhaps, not that, but I further see, 
and have seen for many years, that new fields, as rich as 
ever were the old fields and far finer fields in every sense 
of the word, are lying open to us. 

As a nation we are slow to move. We prefer that 
other nations should experiment, and, if successful, we 
are not too proud to follow a good lead. As a nation 
we are wakening up to the fact that a lot of stuff that 
we consume is ly correct. We have an objection 
against drinking milk contaminated with feces, and 
with organisms of all sorts. We object to have a roast 
of beef from carcases on which dirty butchers’ boys have 
been sitting, smoking and spitting—in fact, we are becom- 
ing quite particular. 

t does all this lead to? It means that the nation 
demands cleanliness in these things, and that the only 
way to obtain this cleanliness is for the Government to 
institute laws which must be carried out by efficient 
officers. From whence are these officers to be obtained? 
I say from the ranks of the veterinary profession. I do 
not for one moment say that every member of the pro- 
fession is thoroughly efficient to undertake such duties 
right off the reel, but I do say that veterinary sur- 
geons with their college education are the most fitted 
men to be moulded into such officers. Now, I have no 
objection to the present sanitary inspectors, the ex-tram- 
way men, plumbers, etc., as inspectors of akind. There 
are many and multifarious duties which they can and do 
fulfil, and do it well. I particularly refer to their sense 
of smell. Their powers of recognising ordinary putrefac- 
tion are good and of the utmost value, but rd raw the 
line there. Their know] of pathology and _ bagteri- 
ology, their knowledge of disease in live and dead ani- 
mals is purely empirical and highly dangerous, as well 
as extremely expensive. 

Not very long ago I had an experience of the ignor- 
ance of some of these men of the normal animal changes 
which occur in sound meat from the time of slaughter 
till the expiry of several days. They had not the faintest 
notion of the causes of rigor mortis or of the ripening of 
beef. They spoke of ripened flesh as dropsical flesh, and 
so on. Such men, [ say, are expensive, as they condemn 
as unfit for food material that is in the best of condition 
for tenderness and ease of digestion. I foresee that 
this state of affairs must soon cease. The nation must 
follow the Continental countries, and institute a thorough 
and uniform inspection of live and dead animals, of 
milk, cows, drains, and piggeries, of sheep, and of fowls. 
It must go further, and prevent disease being trans- 
mitted by dogs and cats, by rats and flies, and other 
an, and when this is done we may expect a dimin- 
ished death rate and a prolongation of life. In New 
York at the present time they have an association which 
is a remarkably good one. They are making a raid upon 
house-flies. ’ 

Now you may say, what has this to do with post- 


uate study and its advantages? I say it has eyery- 
thing to do with it, for have I not ey 
probably happen and happen soon‘ I hav 


out what will 
e endeavoured 





to show that it is necessary, nay, vital for us to be well 
Pc age for the inauguration of the new system. [ | 

y expect that ere long there will be some hundreds 
of —— under the Local Government Board, 
the County, and the Municipal Councils. These a) 
pointments must be filled by efficient men. We are the 
most suitable by virtue of our professional knowled 
but we are still far from perfect in many matters. I do 
not refer to purely professional matters, but to matters 
of jurisprudence, administration, knowledge of procedure 
and so forth. I hope that every member in the profession 
will benefit under these new regulations, and I feel certain 
that those who render themselves thoroughly efficient in 
the above and other matters will receive first considera- 
tion. 

Had the Council of the Royal College listened to me 
twelve years ago, when I suggested either an alteration 
in our present diploma, so that it would have testified 
that we were qualified as sanitarians and veterinary 
public health experts, we should at the present time be 
in full possession of the fields gradually opened up. 

Now, the immediate advantage of post-graduate study 
was to render ourselves efficient to obtain this addi- 
tional certificate and be prepared when the time arrives. 
Don’t delay. Our future depends upon our prepared- 
ness. We must not expect to obtain or and 
then learn our work. e must be able to start at a 
month’s notice, and to organise and direct, as well as do 
the executive work. 

Prof. Williams added that in some towns carcases 
which are ripe are considered good for food, while in 
other towns — said they were dropsical and con- 

i 


demn them. scan only be remedied by those who 
have a thorough knowledge of anatomy an thology. 
My contention is that the examination should be open 


to all, and that it should not be necessary to return to 
college for the post-graduate examination. 





The CHAIRMAN expressed his pleasure in listening to 
Prof. Williams who had raised many points of interest. 
He was glad that Prof. Williams had suggested the 
special diploma which he brought forward some years 

0, but which he (the Chairman) regretted was dropped. 

at men holding a public appointment should specially 
qualify themselves by private study or taking classes 
where they were available, he thought could be done 
without seriously damaging the value of the degree. It 
would be better if they could let men take the exami- 
nation without having to take a course of study at a 
certain specified place. They had many practitioners 
who had great abilities, and would make ideal ins 
tors, but who had not the opportunity of teking 
classes, for universities established as veterinary coll 
were few in number and widely spread throughout 
country. 

Mr. A. W. Mason agreed with the lines sketched out 
by Prof. Williams and the essential principle he had laid 

own. 

Dr. McCatu perfectly agreed with what Prof. Wil- 
liams had s ted, and thought it was a good idea that 
the examinations should be open. At the same time, 
from a practical point of view he thought it was least 
likely that a man who had not taken a post-graduate 
course would find by himself what was done in the 
laboratory. If a man by his own exertions could gain 
the know “4 to allow him to pass the examination he 
should not be debarred from standing for it. There 
would be a large demand for qualified men in the near 
future, and within the next year or two appointments 
were likely to be in the market. 

Dr. BRADLEY said it was obvious that if the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons did not grant a diploma 
some one else would. It was necessary, it was 
obvious duty of the Royal College to adopt some form 
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of examination. It was obvious that the curriculum of 
the schools was not sufficient to teach for appointments 
under municipal bodies. 

A MemBer stated that some veterinary surgeons took 
the certificate of the Sanitary Institute. There were 
five or six of such certificates. He asked if the new 
certificate would cancel those. 

Mr. E. H. Pratr thought Prof. Williams’ idea that 
the examination should be open to country titioners 
was a good one. He should like to hear what kind of 
examination Prof. Williams proposed, and how he pro- 

that a country practitioner should qualify himself, 
since Dr. McCall had hinted that it was not practicable. 

Mr. McKryna remarked that it a question of detail 
as to whether they should make the present Fellowship 
more valuable. That was a point which would no doubt 
receive the consideration of the Council. The examina- 
tion had improved very much since he first went on to 
the Council, and the Fellowship might be rendered 
more valuable by including all the subjects that had 
been hinted at. He concu in a great deal of what 
Prof. Williams had said, but he did not think an exami- 
nation in Public Health which enabled a man to pass it 
after three months study would be of much value. 

Mr. G. WurrEHEAD said that as a country practi- 
tioner the difficulty was how and where were they to 
work to get the diploma. He could not afford to keep 
an assistant, and take a post-graduate course at Liver- 
pool or any place like that. 

Mr. J. Cooke thought the idea of Mr. McKinna of 
increasing the examination in connection with the 
Fellowship a very good one, as it would prevent the 
multiplicity of degrees. He was glad to hear a letter 
from Prof. Stockman, because he was connected with 
the Board of Agriculture. Before, however, they said 
anything about their degrees they must have the Board 
of Agriculture on their side, or it would not be worth the 
candle. At the present time the Board of iculture 
was not a friend to the veterinary surgeon, and did not 
stick at false statements to remove a veterinary and put 
in a layman. 

The Hon. Secrerary regretted the action of the 
Council twelve years ago, for it would have been of im- 
mense advantage to the profession if they had followed 
Prof. William’s suggestion at that time. Prof. Williams 
was perfectly right in what he had said, and particularly 
with regard to those practitioners who were further re- 
moved than he (the Hon. Sec.) was. Many men could 
not possibly leave a practice to take a post-graduate 
course, and they were men of wide experience. What 
Prof. Williams had suggested was what was wanted. 

Professor WILLIAMS, in reply, said. he was pleased 
they had thought it worth their while to discuss that 
scheme of his, and he would try to reply to the few 

uestions put to him. As regards the Fellowship Degree. 

e Fellowship Degree was recognised, or ought to be 
recognised, as an honours degree. It was not a qualifi- 
cation in the sense of what he meant as a certificate or 
diploma—a qualification to do certain duties. They had 
many men helors of Medicine who had a Medical 
Officer of Health certificate. Other took their M.D., 
which was an honours degree as compared with a 
Bachelor’s, and they also took an Officer of Health certi- 
ficate. The probabilities were that a Doctor of Medi- 
cine who had taken an Officer of Health certificate would 
receive the richest —e in preference to the 
others. I do not myself consider that anyone who holds 
a Fellowship degree, is.a man specially fitted for carrying 
out the inspection of meat, milk, and so forth, unless he 
made a special study of it. It was an additional thing. 
Would the clashing of the certificate with the certificates 
granted at the present time give the holder a legal 
status! Yes. When a veterinary surgeon had a —T 
or certificate to be weighed against a Sani or Public 
Health certificate, common sense told them that Munici- 





ities would prefer men with a professional education 
in addition to a ae education. He preferred to 
grope before he walked. His intention was to perf 
profession as much as he could with those - 
cates, and use them on their face value. It had been 
questioned as regarded the ability or disability of 
ordi members of the profession to qualify them- 
selves for such an examination. He presumed that 
every veteri surgeon did a little microscopy—and if 
he did not he would not have much difficulty in learning 
how to do it without having to take a special course. 
In the suggested examination the subjects would be 
the sanitary building of stables, pyres, and so forth. 
Great information would be gained from Smith’s Veteri- 
nary Hygiene, which was interesting reading, although 
there were some errors in it. A knowl would also 
be required as to the best methcds of ventilation and of 
drainage, also to be obtained from Smith’s Hygiene and 
many other works. He noticed only recently what 
seemed to be a simple question to answer. A strong 
complaint has been made by owners of old dairies that 
according to the new regulations they must supply at 
least 600 cubic feet .of air space per cow. It seemed to 
him that the man who made that regulation did not 
know much, for it was quite possible to keep a cow in 
300 feet of air space if the ventilation was good, and it 
was also ible to kill a cow in 1,000 cubic feet of air 
space if the ventilation was bad. The old tune that the 
cubic area must be so much, and give no attention to the 
ventilation showed that that person knew nothing about 
ventilation. It was easy to kill a cow in the larger 
space. Meat inspection—Anyone who would take the 
trouble to read Ostertag’s book on Meat Inspection 
would learn almost all he wanted to know on that sub- 
ject. A knowledge of pathology in addition to what 
pu had obtained in qualifying for their profession 
could be gained in slaughterhouses, combined with read- 
ing ordinary pathological works. ith practical patho- 
logy there would be required a certain amount of bac- 
teriol They did not require that their inspectors 
should have great profundity. He had no doubt there 
would be laboratories all over the country where the 
practitioners who could not find time to do laboratory 
work could send. That was an easy matter in connec- 
tion with that examination, and there was no reason 
why the practitioner should not go in for it. If they 
wrote tothe Board of Some they would get some- 
thing to assist them in these things. 
ose were the general outlines of what he suggested 
as an examination, and he did not think if they took it 
into consideration, there would be any difficulty in pre- 
paring for it. He did not say that a man should start 
that day and go in for it ina month. Some were more 
brilliant than others, and some might take a considerable 
time, but to pass it was not beyond the power of anybody 
in that room. 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing a vote of thanks to Prof. 
Williams, said they had had an interesting paper and an 
interesting discussion upon it. 

This was seconded and carried. 


Tue Frees aND SALARIES OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


Mr. A. N. FosTer read a communication on “The 
Fees and Salaries of Veterinary Inspectors” especially 
with regard to inadequate salaries paid by Municipalities 
to whole time veterinary officials. He said : 

I need only remind you of the fact that within the 
last three years Municipalities have advertised posts in 
the veterinary papers for whole time officers, and have 
stated that in addition to being qualified members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons the candidate 
should have attended a post-graduate co and should 
have had varied practical experience. They have offered 
a of £150a year. I think all will agree with me 


that that salary is totally inadequate for a man who is 
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going to do his work well and conscientiously. It 
sounds more like the pay of a mechanical worker than 
the remuneration of a responsible professional man. I 
think the minimum salary should be £200 a year. 
Often there is a printed list of duties to be had on appli- 
cation, and one finds that the person | 5a must act 
a under the instructions of the Medical Officer of 

ealth. This system of making the veterinary inspec- 
tor subordinate to the medical officer is unjust and de- 
grading, and decidedly inimical to the progress of the 
veterinary inspector. He is obscured from the authori- 
ties by the doctor, and there isa grave danger that the 
credit entirely due to the veterinary for good service 
may be given in great measure to the medical man. I[ 
consider that the veterinary surgeon should be placed on 
the same professional level as the medical officer, and 
that in dealing with animal diseases communicable to 
man, or veterinary sanitation affecting human dwellings 
the veterinary inspector should consult the medical 
officer, and vice versa, and I am confident that such an 
arrangement would be in the best interests of public 
health. Under present conditions the Medical Officer 
of Health can disregard the views of the veterinary sur- 
geon and over-rtile his advice. 

In the matter of fees paid by individual clients to 
private practitioners, much depends on the personalities 
of the attendant and his client, but I must say that I 
have frequently heard laymen express surprise at the 
ridiculously low fees sometimes asked by veterinary 
surgeons. 

ith reference to tenders for contracts for veterinary 
attention - —_ - eae, I consider that hag gene d 
surgeons should agreed upon a minimum fee per 
horse. I understand that the Canenthion of Manchester 
own something like 500 horses, and that they pay the 
sum of 44d. per month per horse, and that this includes 
all medicines, operations, and examination of purchases 
and cast-offs, all requisite attendances, and a daily atten- 


dance at one depdt, requisite or not. I emphatically | cr ‘ 
; time he believed that the reason so many =e 


state that this fee is too low, and the acceptance of it is 
derogatory to the individual and to the profession as a 
whole. I am of opinion that in such a case the bed- 
rock minimum fee should be 10s. 6d. per horse per 
annum. Recently several authorities have advertised in 
the journals for applications for appointments as veteri- 
nary inspectors of dairy cows. The matter is an impor- 
tant one, and I earnestly ask you to consider and discuss 
the question of appropriate fees for the work. This 
subject was raised last year on November 27th before 
the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association by 
Mr, Slocock, but was unfortunately dropped owing to 
one member expressing the opinion that each man must 
decide the value of his own services. Sg so. Iagree 
as to the upward scale, but it would be very handy to 
know the low water mark. 

I would draw your attention to the small fees paid by 
the police for attending street accidents, and by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal 
and to the absence of fees for notification of cheiad 
diseases. I suggest that a letter sent to other Societies 


might do some good. Mr. Foster concluded by propos- | gr 


ing “That a letter from this Society be sent to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
asking them to consider and discuss veterinary interests 
in the inspection of milk and meat, and in relation to 
Public Health with a view of bringing about a better 
status and adequate remuneration for the veterinary 
inspector. 
he motion was seconded. 
Mr. J. Cooke said that was a matter of great interest 


_ tothe veterinary profession, but there was a difficulty in 


ting fees in order to make a standard throughout 
the country. Men charged according to what they 
thought their services were worth, and clents paid them 
on that footing. 





Mr. J. Bet said that question had been raised at 
many veterinary meetings. To make a hard and fast 
line would be very difficult unless they could all 
veterinary surgeons to combine, which he doubted. It 
would open the field to quackery. With regard to con- 
tracts, although quali practitioners had applied, 
another person who had no qualification had got the 
appointment. The fees paid by some Corporations were 
ridiculously low. 

Mr. Foster said that if they had a regulation of 
charges with regard to cows’ udders, which would have 
to be seen several times in a year, it would do a great 
amount of , 

Mr. McKrnna said he did not think the Royal Coll 
could regulate the salaries of municipal officers through- 
out the country. He thought that was going beyond 
their province. 

The resolution was carried. 


THE EMPLOYMENT OF UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 


Mr. 8S. E. Sampson resumed the discussion, com- 
menced at a previous meeting, respecting the employ- 
ment of unqualified assistants. ie ead that the 

wractice of employment of unqualified assistants should 

discontinued, and urged that in that respect veterin- 
ary surgeons should follow the example of the medical 
profession. He concluded by proposing a resolution 
that the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons be requested to take up the question with the 
view of the discontinuance of the practice of employing 
unqualified assistants. 

Mr. A. N. Priuers, for the sake of discussion, seconded 
the resolution, and said he considered that the employ- 
ment of unqualified assistants should be discontinued, 
ws the Royal College should use its power to bring it 
about. 

Mr. J. Cooke thought the cy Meee of unqualified 
assistants was a detriment to the profession, and was 
creating an army of opposition to them. At the same 


assistants were employed was due to the teaching of 
Professors in some colleges. He had been told by stu- 
dents they had been advised by Professors not to take 
on until they were qualified, and they would give their 
services for board and lodging. The salaries now asked 
were 50 per cent. more than they were ten or twelve 
years ago. There was no doubt that surgeons employed 
unqualified assistants because they found they were has 
expense. 

of. WiLLrAMs said he found it difficult to define 
“unqualified.” If he senta groom out to give a drench 
was he an unqualified ae agen be one who did a groom’s 
work and saw the patients he had in his hospital and 
give them medicine at night? It seemed we would have 
to have a qualified man or go without assistants alto- 
gether. It was bad for the profession to have those 
running doctors. He knew of one case of an assistant, 
an ex-farrier-major, who had a large practice in addition 
to his master’s, and went out and prescribed. At the 
same time he might be called by his master a stud- 
oom. 
Mr. Sampson said the man he had in his mind was 
the man who went out and boomed to everybody that he 
was a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. McKryna remarked that if the man called him- 
self a veterinary surgeon then they had the power, but 
he could quack as much as he liked if he omitted the 
name. An unqualified man, if he did not call himselfa 
veterinary surgeon, and did not put M.R.c.v.s. to his 
name, could not be touched.—The motion was carried. 


ProposED RECONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


Dr. O. Cuarnock BRADLEY, in bringing forward the 
subject, said the matter of combination, as they were 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


To 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 





Foot- 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


Glanders 


Counties 
Affected 





(including Scab. Swine Fever. 
Farcy) . 





Out- 
reak: 








Ani- 
mals. fbreaks 


Out- 
breaks. 


Animals Out- 


Attacked 


Ani- 
mals. 


Out- 


ary 





Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Oct. 9 


19 53 








( 1908 
Corresponding week in ] po 


336 
112 
230 


41 ~ 
24 
43 


Essex 2 








Total for 41 weeks, 1909 1037 


London 11 
1358 








1908 
1907 864 
1906 722 


859 





Corresponding period in | 


Surrey 2 

















Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 


Parasitic Mange 





IRELAND. Week ended Oct: 2 





1908 
1907 
1906 


Corresponding Week in 


1 5 18 
3 6 73 
2 2 2 





Total for 40 weeks, 1909 we bed 6 


68 309 86 1554 





1908 ° ... 10 














Corresponding period in 1907 ... 4 
1906 


3 7 


3265 
2151 
916 


146 
126 
83 


5 9 70 
6 14 74 


285 
202 
173 























Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oct. 6, 1909. 


Norz.—The figures for the Ourrent Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 








aware, had been in the air for years. He would not 
take up their time by talking about the advantages of 
combination, and besides, there would be unforseen ad- 
van It was only by co-operation that they could 
t the most for their money. It was -hoped that the 
ational Veterinary Association would be reconstructed 
with inc wers and benefits. The Scottish 
Metropolitan Society had, in the first place, asked them 
to agree or not with the principle of combination. 
fo J now went further, and asked them to meet at a 
conference some time during the meeting of the National 
Association, for a scheme to be drawn up for submis- 
sion to the various societies, so that they could adopt it, 
modify, or destroy it altogether. 
Mr. A. W. Mason moved that they send delegates, 
atid left it to the standing council to nominate them. 
oe J. McKiyna seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 








Cow Warranty Case. 


At the Chester County Court before his Honour Judge 
Moss, a young man, named Thomas Mort, sued Robert 
Ro n, farmer, Forest Farm, Utkinton, for £10 7s. 4d. 

, for an alleged breach of warranty connected 
with the sale of a cow. Plaintiff had recently returned 
from ae age desired to buy a cow as a present. to 
his mother. He met defendant in a public nouse at 
Qakmere, and in company with a cattle dealer named 

arburton, went to defendant’s farm and purchased for 
£12 5s, a cow, which was warranted to be a good cow, 
a straight young one in full milk. A veteri surgeon 
Afterwards examinéd the animal on —— s behalf and 
she was found to be unsound. She’ was sent to the 

n Smithfield, where she was sold for £2 7s. 6d., 
and after vey get the carcase was condemned. Plain- 
tiff now sued for the difference. 

Defendant, in evidence, denied giving any warranty, 





but admitted saying the cow was “straight in the bag,” 
meaning she was in full milk. His stock was examin 
by a veterinary surgeon four times a year, and this cow 
had been passed. e best looking cow in the world 
might be affected with tuberculosis, and no one could 
tell from an external examination. 

His Honour held that a warranty had been given, and 
that.even the words which thedefendant admitted using 
were, in his opinion, a warranty. He was satisfied that 
defendant knew this cow was to be used for milking, 
and apart from any express warranty, even under the 
Sale of Goods Act, a cow must be fit for the purpose for 
which she was sold. If an animal were comeing it 
stood self-condemned, as the milk was unfit for human 
food. The man was liable whether he knew she was 
eas . _ He gave judgment for the amount sued 

or.—JV. B. A. 


THe British aND CoLontAL Horse SHOE AND 
MacainE Co. Lrp. announce in a joint circular that the 
have purchased the whole of the assets of the Uni 
Horse Shoe and Nail Company, Limi of Cubitt 
Town, London, E., including their Horse Nail works 
(Hastkosomfabriken United Horse Shoe and Nail Com- 
pany) at Gothenburg, Sweden, as from July 15th, 1909, 
and that it is their intention to continue the manufac- 
ture of the “Globe ” Horse Shoes and Horse Nails. 


Personal. 
RankiIn—CameEron.—At the Windsor Hotel, Glasgow, 
on the 7th inst. by the Rev. J. M‘Callum on 
Auchingramont United Free Church, Hamilton, assis 
by ‘the Rev. Andrew Robertson, Dundyvan i 
Church, Coatbri John F. Rankin, M.B.c.v.s., Black- 
burn, fourth son of James D. Rankin, Rockburn, Hamil- 
ton, to May, eldest = of the late James Cameron, 
onl of Mrs. Cameron, Warleigh, Hamilton. 
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Roya CoLLEce or VETERINARY SURGEONS. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 
Sir Bake 11. 

In the obituary list printed in the annual report 
which was issued last May to all members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, there was included the 
name of Mr. J.J. Go of Buluwayo. Mr. Gorman’s 
name was included on information supplied to me by 
the Chief Veterinary Surgeon in Rhodesia, who informed 
me that he had no positive proof of Mr. Gorman’s death 
but that his information might be regarded as accurate. 
I have since discovered that this information was in- 
accurate, and that although Mr. Gorman had had a 
serious accident, he recovered, and has been for Some 
time in practice in German West Africa. At a meeting 
of Council held on Friday last I was instructed to re- 
store the name of Mr. Gorman to the Register, and to 
make public the error which had been ein including 
his name in the obituary list.—Yours faithfully, 

Frep Buttock, Registrar. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Extract from Z'ransvaal Government Gazette 
Dated Sept. 3rd 
TRANSVAAL VETERINARY Corps. 


Major James Irvine Smith, Principal Veterinary 
Officer, to be Lieut.-Colonel, from Aug. 20, 1909. 








OBITUARY. 


JAMES FURNISS, M.R.C.v.8., Darlington. 
Graduated, Glas: May, 1892. 
lt is with regret that we announce the death of Mr. 
James Furniss, M.k.c.v.s., of Darlington, which took 
lace at his residence, Stanhope Road, on Thursday 
shes 7, after a brief illness. A short time agg Mr. 
Furniss was called upon to conduct an operation on a 
horse and had the misfortune to contract blood-poison- 
ing. . He was attended by Drs. Thompson and Pearson, 
but serious symptoms a developed, and Dr. Page, 
of Newcastle, and Dr. Hartley were also called in but 
without avail. Mr. Furniss, who was 41 years of age, 
was highly esteemed by all who knew him, and much 
sympathy is felt for the widow and two children who 
are left to mourn his loss. 

The deceased gentleman camé to Darlington about 
twelve years ago. He was a native of Kippax, near 
Leeds, and succeeded Mr. Harvey, who had secured a 
Government appointment in South Africa, where special 
efforts were then being made to deal with rinderpest. 
During his stay in Darlington Mr. Furniss built up a 
considerable practice, which is ag continued on be- 
half of the widow by Mr. Martin Kingcome as locum 
tenens.— Darlington and Stockton Times. 


Amidst many evidences of ey and general 
regret the interment of the late Mr. James Furniss, 
M.R.C.V.S., took place at the West Cemetery on Saturda 
last. The chief mourners were Mrs. Furniss (widow 
Mr. Hick (father-in-law), Mr. William and Miss Furniss 
(brother and sister), Mr. and Mrs. Clegg (sister and 
brother-in-law), Mr. Mrs. Varley (sister and brother-in- 
law), Mr. H. Furniss, Wimbledon (uncle), Mr. and Mrs. 
Shepman, — (cousins), Mrs. Berry, Miss A 
ae urse Curry, Mrs. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
em . and Mrs. Briggs Amongst others present 
were Messrs. 8S. and E. Elphick, Newcastle ; Hunter, 
Newbi ; Vickers, Sadberge; {ax Aldbrough ; Earle, 
Kirk ; R. Lancaster, 8. Snaith, R. Wilkes, T. 
Atkinson, J. H. Taylor, C: McKenzie, ' William Rudd, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Hartley. Many wreaths were sent. 
—The North Star. 








ADMINISTRATION OF OXYGEN GAS. 





Sir, 

Could any of your readers kindly give me information 
regarding the administration of oxygen gas to racehorses? 

I am aware that such a practice is uow prohibited at 
recognised meetings on the English turf, but as out in this 
country (India) no notice appears to have been taken of it, 
and I am uently questioned about its efficacy and the 
methods of giving it, I should be extremely obliged for 
answers to the following questions: 1. Has the use of the 
gas been proved to increase speed in sprint races, or stamina 
in races where distance has to be taken into account? 2, 
What is the procedure of giving it? 3. What amount of 
the gas has been found to be most beneficial? 4. What 
time before racing has been found to be most suitable to 


give it? 5. Has it any dangerous or ill-effects?—Yours 
faithfully, M.R.C.V.S. 
India. 





THE PAINLESS DESTRUCTION OF DOGS. 
Sir, 

In your issue of September 11th we note an abstract on 
‘* The Painless Destruction of Dogs.’’ 

We have for several years destroyed animals by the in- 
jection of fulminating doses of Sol. strychnia. For horse 
10 grs., for dog or cat 2 grs., injected between two ribs inte 
the pleural cavity, or injected intravenously. We should be 
pleased if the profession would try this method and 
on it, as we find humane, quick, and cleanly.—Very truly, 

Rogers anp Son. 

Woodbury, New Jersey, U.S.A. 

October 5th. 





HAVE WE REACHED FINALITY IN OUR 
KNOWLEDGE? 
Sir, 

If so, (1) Can anybody tell me the length of time the 
insects and their eggs of scab can live off a sheep, also 
mange 1n horses? 

(2) Does anthrax exist in the soil and dust as bacteria 
and enter the alimentary canal as such or bacilli? 

(3) The llfe-history of the strongyles of horse? 

(4) Itis now generally admitted that fistulous withers are 
due to an infection, although I have been called almost 
everything till this fact has been admitted, what infection 
may they be due to? 

(5) I have noticed that horses infect themselves mostly 
at grass with farcy by biting particularly at the withers: 
Why does a farcy bud on the back entirely differ from one 
on the limbs? 

(6) If roaring in the horse is due to laryngeal disease, why 
is it that roaring is mostly the first symptom of glanderous 
infection of the lungs ? 

(7) The nature of and the habit of swine fever germs out 
side the body of a pig. 

The older I get the less I think I know, but I am con- 
vinced that the teaching and practice of veterinary surgeons 
during the nineteenth century were empirical and had 
quackery at their foundation. Any hints and advice on 
these subjects will greatly oblige—Yours, etc. 
Gero. Upron. 


a 


Cows, Cow-Houses anp Mirx, by G. Mayar1, M.R.C.V.8- 
Cr. 8vo. xt. + 102 pp.;.9 plates, 8 illustrations in the text, 
2/6 net. Balliere, Hndall & Cox. 

Communications aND Papers Recervep.—Mesers. W. J. 
Young, J: Alex. Todd, J. Clarkson, G. Howie, H. Leeney; 
G. Upton, M.R.C.V.8. India. : 

Annual Report, Punjab V. Coll. 1908-9. + 

The North Star, The Hamilton Advertiser, The Referee. 
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